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COUNTY CLARE.
MINUTES OF EVIDENCE FURNISHED IN REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES:.

From Agnish Point. to Hag's Head, Galway Bay

Fisheries and Modes of Fishing.
The fish taken on this line of coast are Herrings, Mackerel Cod, Ling, Haddock. Hake, &c. Nets and spillards are used. Hook fishing is the most productive to the fishermen.—(Lieut. V. P. Hunter, C. G. O., Ballyvaughan.)
Turbot and other flat fish are abundant. There is an excellent trawling bank outside of Blackhead; but as trawling is prohibited by the Galway fishermen the supply of flat fish is obtained with spillards.
The Clare shore abounds with Mullet, white Trout, and flat fish.—( Mr. Burton Bindon of Currenroe.)
Trawls would not answer on this coast, in consequence of the sunken rocks.
There are Oyster beds here, artificially formed, and supplied from the Cunemara coast. 
The Oysters are taken at low water, by hand, from the 1st of September to the 1st of April following. The beds are private property.—(Lieut. Hunter.)
The Red Bank is fee simple property, and extends beyond  low water mark, being within a bay. There are native Oysters on some of the beds, but these are also supplied with Cunemara Oysters.
On the Red Bank there are employed, daily, one hundred and thirty men, women and children the greater number are women.—(Mr. Bindon.)
Lobsters and Crabs are abundant and good. They are taken in wicker-traps, from June to September
(Lieut. Hunter.)
Lobsters are sold in the local markets, at about 6s. a dozen. They are in sufficient abundance on the coast to supply the means of a profitable trade.—(Mr. Bindon.)
Boats and Gear
The boats and gear are in bad condition. The hookers, of twelve tons, cost  £60: row-boats, of four tons, cost £10; and the canoes (curraghs) cost £4.*
The nets are thirty fathoms long, and five yards deep. They are made in the fishermen’s, families; only a few are barked.—(Lieut. Hunter.)
There has not been any improvement on this coast. in boats or gear, or in the modes of fishing. From the great poverty which pervades the coast, the fishermen, except in a few instances, are confined to small row-boats, and a miserable supply of herring-nets.
There are not any schools of industry. Net-making is followed as a trade by some few women.—(Mr. Bindon.)
Bait
The general baits used are sprats and lug; both are abundant.
There are some of the landholders on the shores, who prohibit the gathering of lug: and the fishermen have in consequence to buy lug at. 6d. per quart.--(,Lieut. Hunter.)

Regulations
There are not any local regulations observed, as to the general Fisheries, except the pro​hibition of trawling by the Galway fishermen, and their interdict against taking Herrings before the time which they have appointed for commencing, the fishery. 0f this interdict the local fishermen complain, as they are not allowed to fish when they know that the herrings  abound in the bay.—( Mr. Bindon.)
There ought not to be any restraints on fishing—either as to seasons or the meshes of nets. (Lieut. Hunter).
*See Galway Evidence – Mr Kellys statement page 113.
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Protection is required for Oyster beds—by enabling the local authorities to punish persons found stealing Oysters from beds which are private property.—(Mr.Bindon)

Markets and Curing
The best market of the fishermen on this part of the coast is Galway, distant by sea, twelve miles from Ballyvaughan, and by land, thirty miles. Limerick is also their market; it is forty miles distant. The roads are good. ( Lieut. Hunter.)
A direct road from New Quay to Limerick, would make the distance to that market only thirty miles. This would create employment for the fishermen of Galway Bay, by enlarging the demand for fish.—(Mr Bindon),
The fish are sold by the fishermen to dealers; and the carrying trade gives much employment. The general price of Herrings is 2s. per hundred.
The supply of fish is not equal to the demand. Scotch Herrings are brought to Ballyvaughan from Limerick, and two are sold for a penny.
There, are not any fish cured here, except by the fishermen for their own use.—(Lieut. Hunter.)

Condition of the Fishermen
The  fishermen are all retrogading in condition ; they are in a very distressed situation— (Mr. Bindon.)
The habits and morals of the fishermen are generally good: the use of ardent spirits does not prevail among them to an injurious extent.
They are employed in the avocations of fishermen, according to the state of the weather and tides. night and day.
When not out fishing, some are employed at their land; and those who hold land are best off.
They have all shares of the fish taken and the share of each may be 6.s a week. Disabled fishermen, and widows and children, live by begging._(Lieut. Hunter)
Highly manured and ploughed land, on my property is let for potato-ground at £6 the Irish acre: the manure would be worth £8 if sold. This land, without manure, would be let at £2 the Irish acre. (Mr Bindon)

The rent of land held by the fishermen, is €2 an acre.__(Lieut Hunter.)
The condition of the fishermen would be improved, by being congregated in a town if there were a certain market obtained for them, by shortening the road to Limerick.— (Mr. Bindon.)

Loan Funds Etc.
There is not a loan fund here, nor a benefit society. The loan fund of the late Fishery Board was of great benefit to the fishermen; and since its extinction, they have had much difficulty in obtaining materials for their boats and fishing gear: but little credit is given and when it is obtained, there is a charge of 2.s. in the pound for interest. (Lieut Hunter)
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From Hags Head to Clanderlagh Bay in the Shannon.

Fisheries and Modes of Fishing
On the Malbay coast of Clare, - cod  ling, haddock, gurnet, and Conger are taken from the end of December until the close of June, but the take begins to fall off about the middle of May, at which time the glassen fishery begins, and it continues until the end of September. A great number of Turbot are taken during the spring, summer, and autumn. Bream are taken in large quantities, and sold at 13d or 14d. per dozen, but this fishery only continues six weeks, beginning about the 20th of June. All the fish are taken with long lines and spillards.
There is a considerable take of Herrings within the Shannon, and on the coast at Seafield. The fishery within the Shannon begins in the first week of July, and ends at the close of November; and the herrings are taken in sail and row-boats with drift-nets. In the fishery on the Seafield coast, the nets are moored, left for the night, and taken up in the morning. The Herrings taken in the Seafield fishery, are considerably larger than those taken within the Heads, but much inferior in quality.
There is also a considerable take of Mackerel along the Malbay coast.—(Mr. James Patterson of Kilrush, late inspector of Fisheries for this line of coast)
At Liscanor, Cod, Ling, Haddock and Hake, are taken from November to May following; gurnet, whiting, pollock, from May to November: Bream. from June to November; Turbot, Sole, and other flat fish, in June, July, and August; Mackerel, from July to September; Herrings from August to November ; Lobsters and Crabs, from June to November.
An indication of the arrival of Herrings here, is the finding of small sprat among the rocks on the receding of the tides.—( Mr. William Hore, Chief boatman of the Coast-guard, Liscanor)
At Seafield, there is it Herring fishery, from about the middle of January to March (Mr, John Maude, C.G.O. Seafield).
Pilchards sometimes appear on the coast, but the fishermen have not the proper nets for taking, them: the meshes of their herring nets being too large (Lieut. H M. White, R.N. Inspecting  Commander, Coast Guard).
At Doonbeg, the Mackerel fishery from the middle of July to the end of October, is the most productive of the fisheries and gives most employment. The Mackerel are taken with nets, - (Lieut J. McNevin, C.G.O., Doonbeg)
The Herring fishery is the only one in which the fishermen at Kilrush are engaged.— (Mr. John Peake, C.G.O. Kilrush)
The Shannon, from its mouth to the Island of Scattery, was formerly remarkable for its Herring fishery. There is also in it an abundance of cod, ling. haddock, turbot, sole,
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Plaice, ray, thornback, dorees, &c. In every year, during August and September, prodigious quantities of Mackerel and skad are on each shore of the river, to the distance of eleven miles from its mouth ; and if the fishermen had but sufficient science and fishing gear, they might take as much as would remunerate them for a year's labour. So great a quantity of skad was in the Shannon, during August  and September, 1835, that the people on the Clare shore have still, (30th December, 1835,) sufficient for their own consumption and a good deal for sale.
The Mackerel and skad are here taken with small nets, like those used for culinary pur​poses, hung on a hoop, fastened to a long pole, and let clown from the rocks.--( The Rev. Malachy  Duggan, P.P., Carrigaholt)
The whole of the Shannon, from Carrigaholt Bay to Tarbert. Point, an extent of twenty miles in length, and three in breadth, is a natural Oyster bed, so that wherever the bottom is sufficiently clear for dredging, Oysters are taken; but the best beds are so foul that they cannot be dredged.
The Oyster beds of the Shannon are open to the public ; but about two years since, a gentleman claimed one of the beds, on which the largest Oysters are taken, and six men were employed to drive the fishermen from it, on which a quarrel ensued, and the case was tried by the: Magistrates in Petty Sessions, who decided that there was no right to prevent the fishermen from dredging, and then the claim was abandoned.
Oysters are taken front the 1st of September to the 30th of April, employing about seventy men in eighteen boats, and yielding about £1400 a year. The size and quality differ materially, and prices vary from 6d. to 1s. per hundred. The large Oysters are about four inches in diameter, and of very fine quality ; but there are some of an extraordinary size, and superior quality—however, these are on foul beds, and very few of them are taken. —(See Regulations.)
There is a pretty good supply of Lobsters and Crabs in the Shannon, taken usually with nets, but some are gathered among the rocks when the titles recede—( Mr. Patterson.)
Tolls are paid on Oysters to the Mayor of Limerick.
The nets used for taking Lobsters and Crabs in the Shannon, are fixed on hoops. No persons here make Lobster fishing a regular occupation; but they resort to it, from April to August, when there is nothing else to employ them.—(The Rev. Mr. Duggan.)
There are not any Oyster beds on the Malbay coast of Clare. Lobsters and Crabs are abundant.—( The Respective Officers of the Coast Guard.)
The resources of the sea never having been called into operation on this coast, it is diffi​cult to judge, from the past, what may be the future success of the Fisheries. If, how​ever, a well-regulated system be adopted, with proper encouragement, I have no doubt but a little empire of wealth will be created, when science and proper means are employed, as the sea unquestionably abounds with all sorts of fish fit for human subsistence.
The long line and spillard fishing will never be effectual here, without the introduction of large decked vessels, such as the Skerries boats (County Dublin). In these should be employed the hardiest and most intelligent fishermen of this coast, with experienced men from the Skerries or elsewhere, to whom young men should be apprenticed for a short time, that they may in turn give instruction to others.
Curing-houses should be erected in places as central as possible, and convenient to the fishing grounds, both on the Shannon shores, and on the Malbay coast.
A small company of the native fishermen, on the shores of the Shannon, ought to be pro​vided with trawls to procure bait, and keep up a constant supply of it.
The land on the coast has been subdivided to its last minimum. No prospect is left for future subsistence; poverty prevents emigration ; and sullen despair possessed the poor, until they heard of the Inquiry into their Fisheries. Now, they have universal joy and hope among them they say they will have a domain for themselves, in which their profits and improvements will not be taxed by an increase of rent. With such hope, and anxiety for employment, there is no danger of failure in sound projects of improvement, fostered and supported by a benign Government. (The Rev Mr. Duggan.)
Trawling
Trawling has not been practised on the Malbay coast, although the bays are well adapted for it. The bay of Liscanor abounds with flat fish—(Mr. H. Whitcombe, C. G. 0., Freagh Point.)
Until vessels fit for trawling can have shelter, by the extension of Liscanor and Seafield quays, and the clearing of the channels by which they are approached, there cannot be any trawling on this coast. A fine hardy race of fishermen are here struggling against every difficulty. Flat fish are taken with spillards--an uncertain mode, which ill repays fishermen for their labour.—(Lieut. White, R.N.)
Trawling has never been practised on the coast of Clare.—(Mr. Patterson.)
Modes Complained Of
The fishermen of the Shannon complain of the use of row-boats in the herring fishery.
It is now believed that the use of canoes (curraghs) in the Herring fishery, has been the cause of its decline, as the oars agitate the water, and scare the fish.—(The Rev. Mr. Duggan.)
In the Herring fishery, the sail-boats go out too soon; and, at the commencement of the fishery, too frequently.
They also shoot their nets long before sun-set. At Seafield, instead of waiting until evening, they hurry out as soon as they have disposed of the night's take, in order to secure good berths, and moor their nets between nine and ten o'clock in the forenoon.
Fishing in row-boats, within the heads of the Shannon, is most destructive to the Her‑
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ring fishery, as the noise of the oars drives the fish from the surface. This was not prac​tised to any extent until within the last few years, and arises from the poverty of the fishermen, who are unable to fit out sail-boats. It is loudly complained of by the owners of that class of boats.—(Mr. Patterson.)

Boats and Gear
The fishermen of the Shannon complain of the stone weirs, constructed on the Kerry side of the river, for the purpose of taking salmon. These are destructive to the Herring fishery, as large quantities of the fry are taken in them.—(Mr. W. H. King, late Inspector General of the Fisheries on the West Coast of Ireland.)
The fishermen on the Liscanor coast, fish in canoes which are of a very simple and slight construction, being formed of nothing more than stout oziers fixed to a frame, rounded to form the bottom timbers, and secured by laths, nailed at intervals fore and aft, then covered with canvass, which is made water-proof by a composition of pitch, tar, and tallow. These canoes are generally owned by two or three persons. I do not believe there is any one fisherman sole owner of a canoe ; and all are miserably poor, and without means of purchasing proper tackle.
A canoe for two men costs £2 ; and one for three men, £2 10s. It would be an act of humanity to supply the fishermen with boats, in place of these canoes.
Each piece of net used in the Herring fishery is twelve fathoms long, and six score of shilling meshes deep. Three such pieces compose a man's share. They are purchased in Galway or Kilrush, in the lint, at from 4s. to 6s. each, and are repaired by the fishermen. They are seldom, if ever, barked.
The spillards are made up by the fishermen ; and each costs, complete, with three hun​dred and a half of No. 10 hooks, about £1 10s.—(Mr. Hore.)
At present, no other kind of boat than the canoes would answer fishermen here (Freagh.) 
The nets for the Herring fishery are also used for taking Mackerel. The meshes are about three-fourths of an inch between the knots. Some of the nets are made in the fishermen's families, and others are bought. No mode of preserving them is used.—(Mr. Whitcombe.) 
There not being a safe harbour for boats on the Seafield coast, canoes only can be used by the fishermen. Those here, cost with paddles, about £3 10s. each. The herring-nets used in them, cost, when roped and corked, about £3 each. They have halfpenny meshes ; some are made in the fishermen's families, and others bought ; but none are preserved with bark ; and they do not last more than one season.—(Mr. Maude.)
Were Seafield Quay and channel completed, hookers would soon be used in the fisheries of the coast.* 
Extraordinary to say, there is no channel leading into this quay ; but the rocks which impede entrance, can be easily removed without blasting.—(Lieut. White, R.N.) 
The fishermen of the Doonbeg coast, are of opinion that canoes are best adapted for it. Those used, cost from £2 to £3 each, and are larger and better made than canoes here​tofore in use, as fishing is better and more profitable ; but both canoes and gear are for the most part in bad order, and the owners are little skilled in fishing. The nets cost about £3, and are used for both Herrings and Mackerel. The nets and lines are made from flax, are not preserved in any way, and seldom last longer than one season.—(Lieut. McNevin.) 
On the Kilkee coast, the canoes and fishing gear, have been much improved, in conse​quence of the loans made by the late Fishery Board ; the number of nets has been in​creased from the same cause, and the result has been a very great increase in the take of Mackerel. The canoes here, cost about £4 each. Boats of fifteen tons, to go to the best fishing grounds, would give confidence to the fishermen, and lead to improvement in the fisheries. There are nine pieces of net used in each canoe on this part of the coast, and each piece costs £1. The nets are generally barked by the fishermen.—(Lieut. W. Pennefather, C. G. 0. Kilkee.)
In Kilrush district, the fishermen use half-decked fishing boats, cutter-rigged, which are of a good description, and cost from £30 to £50. They also use canoes. The boats, ca​noes, and fishing gear, are in bad repair, owing to the poverty of the fishermen, to whom they belong. Some of the nets are of hemp, and cost £1 8s. each others are of flax, and cost £1 3s. They are made in the fishermen's families; but are never barked, as the fishermen suppose that barked nets are not fit for this coast.
There are not any lines used at Kilrush—(Mr. Peake.)
Some improvement has taken place in the fishing vessels used in the Shannon, which is ascribable to a trifling encouragement held out to them, at regattas. They are built like hookers, decked fore and aft, but open in the centre or hold, and have one mast and three sails. Every vessel has eight nets, each forty yards long, and 140 inch-meshes deep. The canoes have smaller nets with similar meshes. Boiling is found to be preferable to any other process of preserving nets. The fishermen require to be taught to sink their nets in deep water; and they should have two nets vary​ing in the meshes.—( The Rev. Mr. Duggan.)
The boats and gear on the coast of Clare, are in a very bad state; but in the construction of canoes, there has been an improvement since 1827. In that year, the late Fishery Board caused a much larger canoe to be introduced, with a frame of broad ash hoops, and long deal battens; and such canoes have been procured by all the fishermen possessing means. The sail-boats used by the Shannon fishermen, vary from six to twelve tons, and are built at little cost. The fishermen collect the materials, as they can spare money, lay the rope, and make the sails;—in short, except the weaving of the canvass, all is done by the fisher​men and their families; and the cost is not more than £3 per ton. Boats of from ten to twelve tons are very well adapted for the Fisheries here.

* The only Herring fishery immediately at Seafield is in winter, although on other parts of the Malbay coast, the Herrings appear in summer. In Liscanor Bay, distant only two leagues from Seafield, there is a summer fishery.—(Mr. Maude) 
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There are not any schools of industry on the coast,—(Mr. Patterson.)
Bait
On Liscanor coast, herrings, mackerel, eels, and lugworms, are used for bait ; and when these fail, the fishermen buy limpets at 3d. per gallon, which are obtained on the rocks by women and children.—(Mr. Hore.)
The fishermen of Seafield are never at a loss for bait, suited to the season—lugworms and limpets for Cod and Haddock; whiting cut in pieces for Ling; and herrings also make good bait.—(Mr. Maude.)
On Doonbeg coast, the spillards are first shot in-shore, baited with lug ; and then they are baited with the small fish thus caught, and shot on the distant fishing grounds. There is seldom a scarcity of lug; when it occurs, boiled limpets are found to be good bait for small fish, particularly for Bream.—(Lieut. McNevin.)
On Kilkee coast, the general baits are mackerel, sprat, and blackworms ; for picking up the latter, the fishermen pay sixpence a quart.—(Lieut. Pennefather.)
The Carrigaholt fishermen generally use lug, for Cod, Ling, Haddock, &c., or a long worm, found in the sand on this coast, in great abundance. Herrings, mackerel, and eel, are sometimes used.
There could not be a scarcity of bait in the Shannon, if there were a small trawl for taking small fish in-shore.( (The Rev. Mr. Duggan.)
There is not any bait used on the Kilrush coast, there being no line-fishermen.—(Mr Peake.)
Regulations
There are not any mussel beds on the Clare coast--(Mr. Patterson.)
The operations of the fishermen on the Malbay coast, are not sufficiently extensive to re​quire any regulations.
There are various and many opinions among them upon injurious modes of fishing to be restrained; but where there is such visible poverty, there must also be complaints.—(Lieut. White, R.N.)
The use of oars in the Herring fisheries should be prohibited. Fishing on calm nights, and shooting nets before the stars appear, should also be interdicted.
There ought to be a power to spread nets on any land, not tilled or in meadow.
A coast officer is required to enforce regulations, aided by inferior officers appointed among the fishermen by themselves. These authorities would be better than magisterial interference.—( The Rev. Mr. Duggan.)
Herrings should not be taken in the Shannon Fisheries, until after the first week in July, and the fishing should then for a short time be limited to three or four days in the week.* 
No smaller mesh should be used than one inch; but some have reduced their meshes to three-fourths of an inch; and if this practice become general, which is not unlikely, it will be very injurious to the Fisheries.
There is now no power to prevent a man from shooting his nets wherever and whenever he pleases; and if one fisherman should run across the other's nets, and carry them away, the boats not being marked on the sails and quarters, as formerly, it is difficult for the in​jured party to prove who is the agressor, and even if he could, the only remedy is by pro​cess to the Quarter Sessions, which being a tedious and uncertain experiment, is seldom re​sorted to.
Regulations are therefore necessary, to prevent premature fishing—to prevent the use of improper meshes—to fix the time of shooting and mooring nets—and to prevent fishermen from injuring the nets of other persons, when shooting, mooring, or hauling their own. 
The Oyster fisheries also require regulations. No Oysters should be taken before the middle of October, and then only on two or three days in the week, until the first of middle of November; at present, dredging is commenced on the 1st of September, which is too early; and it would be no inconvenience to the fishermen to commence later, as they have ample employment in the Herring fishery, which is at that time in its meridian. Dredging should be discontinued about the first week in April; but now, it is not stopped even on the 30th of April, the appointed time; it is continued as much longer as there is sale for the Oysters. Fishermen taking up large stones in the dredges, and throwing them down again on the beds, should be punished by fine or otherwise. Boats should be examined on arriving from the fishing places, and if any small Oysters be found on board, the fishermen ought to be punished.
As the best Oyster beds cannot be dredged, from. being so foul, a few boats with good tackle should be employed to clear them, by which, at a small expense, the Shannon Oyster Fisheries would be perhaps more than doubled in productiveness.—(Mr. Patterson.)
Trawling within bays and harbours, should be prohibited; and this mode of fishing ought only to be permitted in open sea, from the 1st of November to the 1st of May, when​ever Herrings or Pilchards are not on the coast.
No nets should be used in the Fisheries, with meshes less than 3 ½ inches from knot to knot, except for taking Herrings, Mackerel, Pilchards, and Sprats.
No nets, but trawls, should be used between sun-rise and sun-set.
An armed vessel should be employed to enforce the observance of regulations, and pre​serve order in the principal Fisheries; and the powers of the local magistracy should be extended, for the punishment of offences committed in fishing boats at sea.—(Mr. King, late an Inspector General of the Irish Fisheries.)
* Except as to the period of the year, these are similar to the rules of the Claddagh fishermen, for the Galway harvest fishery. See Evidence taken in Galway, page 105.
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Markets and Curing
Fish are sold in Liscanor, by the fishermen, to dealers living in the village, and also to 10 dealers from the interior, by whom they are conveyed for sale through the counties of Clare, Limerick, and Tipperary. The local supply is not equal to the consumption; as the dealers are obliged to procure a quantity of barrelled Herrings from Limerick. Haddock, Cod, Ling, and Hake, are sold at from 4s. to 20s. per dozen; Turbot, from 6d. to 10s. each; Herrings, from 2s. lid. to 5s. per hundred; Mackerel, from 4d. to 8d. per dozen. The only fish cured, are Herrings and Bream, and not to much extent. Scotch-cured Herrings are sold for 5s. per hundred; and Galway-cured Herrings for 2s. 6d. or 3s. per hundred. Salt is in sufficient supply at 2s. or 2s. 6d. per cwt., and is obtained principally from Galway by sea; but there is one small local manufactory.—(Mr. Hore.)
At Freagh, the supply of fish has never exceeded the local demand, and in general is not equal to it. Fish are not cured here.—(Mr. Whitcombe.)
At Seafield, the supply has never exceeded the demand, but is always under it. Herrings are sold fresh, at from 2s. to 5s. per hundred. Galway-cured Herrings are sold for about So. per hundred ; and the Scotch-cured Herrings sell for 2s. or 2s. 6d. more. None but a few rock fish are cured, as the demand of the dealers for fresh fish is so great.—(Mr. Maude.)
At Doonbeg, the supply of fish has never exceeded the demand, but the quantity has sometimes lowered the prices. The supply is seldom equal to the demand.—(Lieut. Mc Nevin.)
On Kilkee coast, the supply of fish is by no means equal to the demand. Scotch Herrings are much used in winter. Ling, Herrings, and Mackerel, are cured by families for their own use.
Salt is 3s 8d. per cwt., and the supply is often short, when there is an abundant take of fish. Salt is manufactured at Kilrush, eight miles distant.—(Lieut. Pennefather.)
Within the Shannon, the fish are sometimes sold to dealers, and sometimes conveyed to neighbouring markets by the fishermen themselves.
The fish taken on the Malbay coast are all sold to dealers, and conveyed by them over land, to various markets.
During the last fifteen years, only small quantities of Herrings have been taken in the Shannon Fisheries ; but previously, when 120 boats were employed, they made during a season of four months, front £80 to £100 each,—and 38 of the boats, then in the district of Quinn, brought £4000 into it. Cod, Ling, Mackerel, and Skad, with a small quantity of Herrings, are cured at Carrigaholt. In 1835, the quantity of Mackerel and Skad cured was very great.
Salt is 3s. 4d. and 4s. per cwt. The quantity of fish taken, never supplies the local market throughout the year; and therefore a great deal of Scotch-cured Herrings are used n winter and spring.—(The Rev. Mr. Duggan.)
At Kilrush, when only a small number of fish are brought in, they are sold to the dealers; but when there is a large supply, fish are sent to Limerick by the steamer, or con​veyed there by the fishermen. The fish caught on this coast do not equal the demand. 'Salmon are the only fish cured in Kilrush to any extent, and that is not great.—(Mr. Peake.)
There is an annual importation of Newfoundland fish to Limerick, with which the towns are supplied.
There are not any facilities for curing on the coast, and for want of them, curers are pre​vented from speculating. They might be provided in one or two stations at a small expense. When Herrings were cured at Kilrush, for the bounty, they were, contrary to the pre​vious custom, gutted with knives.
About the year 1825, by way of experiment, I cured one thousand Herrings, without the heads ; and at the end of three years they were much superior to those cured with the heads, and but one year in pickle. If this practice were adopted, it would be a great im​provement: the cost of one barrel in six, would be saved; and as it is the quantity of oil in the head which discolours the fish, they would be much superior and more wholesome if cured without the heads.
The wholesale price of salt is from 16s. to 18s. per ton. There are several manufactories on the coast, and considerable importations of it from Liverpool.—(Mr. Patterson.)
Condition of the Fishermen
The fishermen of Liscanor are in miserable circumstances; and the use of ardent spirits prevails to a ruinous extent. They are idle half the year, as they cannot fish in rough weather. About sixty of them are solely dependent on fishing, and about seventy-four are engaged partly in agriculture. Those who have land are in preferable circumstances to the others; and their cabins are well thatched, clean and comfortable, while those of the others are in a dilapidated condition. Lea land, or stubble land ploughed and manured, is let for potato-ground at 16 an acre; and unmanured stubble land is let at £4 an acre the farm rent of such land is £2 an acre.—(Mr. Hore.)
At Freagh, the fishermen are very poor. Some are altogether dependent on fishing: others are employed partly in agricultural labour. Those who have not land, spend half their time without employment, and their families are half starved: the others are much better off. Lea land is let for potato-ground, at £3 an acre; and ploughed stubble land at £5. The rent of farms is generally £3 an acre; but some lands are let; at from £1 10s. to £2 an acre. Disabled fishermen are left to their own resources, as well as widows and children. When a fisherman dies, one half of his share in a canoe is allowed to his family: but this is optional.—(Mr. Whitcombe.)
On the Seafield coast, the fishermen are very poor, and peaceable. Those without land have very little employment, and their families are half starving. The fishermen's farms
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extend from one to three acres, and are held at similar rents to those paid by other occupiers of small farms, from £2 to £3 an acre.—(Mr. Maude.)
Disabled fishermen on this coast are left to their own resources, to their relations, or begging. Widows and children are left destitute.—(Lieut. White, R.N.)
On Doonbeg coast, the fishermen are not in so good a condition as agricultural    labourers, and are so poor that they are unable to use ardent spirits. Con-acre for potatoes is let un​ploughed and unmanured, at from £4 to £5 an acre; and the farm rent of this land is from £1 to £1.10s. an acre. The fishermen who occupy land are best off, but both classes have miserable habitations.—(Lieut McNevin)
On the Kilkee coast, the fishermen are moral and amenable, and as a body not injuriously addicted to the use of ardent spirits. Those who have land sufficient to give their families potatoes, are better off than persons without land, who are obliged to take con-acre at a high rent. The fishermen who have least land are unquestionably more frequently employed in fishing. A fisherman without land may be rated as fishing during two-thirds of the sea​son in which fishing is practicable; and those who have four or five acres of land, may be rated as being employed only during one-third of the season. Con-acre is generally taken for two years. Upland ground is let without manure, at £6 an acre; and stubble land at £4 4s. or £5. The land is but seldom ploughed; if it be manured there is seldom more than one crop allowed, and for that one an advance of £1 an acre is made in the rent. All lands on this coast are let by the Irish acre. About one-half, or two-thirds more than the rent of farms is charged for con-acre.—(Lieut. Pennefather.)
The Carrigaholt fishermen are moral, and, as a body, sober. Nearly all have land, either small farms, or con-acre; and those who have not any land seek employment as labourers when they cannot fish, and their families beg about the country. They are not at present more than four months employed in fishing; but under an encouraging system, and good re​gulations, they might be employed through the whole of the year.—( The Rev. Mr. Duggan.) 
The Kilrush fishermen in general have a small portion of land, and their condition is miserable.—(Mr. Peake.)
The fishermen on the Clare coast are a very hardy and hard-working race of men, gene​rally speaking of sober habits. For many years, there was a considerable smuggling trade in brandy, geneva, tobacco, &c. ; and this trade being more profitable than the fishing, the latter was almost totally neglected; but smuggling having been stopped, about 1823, by the Coast Guard, the fishermen and shore population became miserably poor. They had neglected the fisheries, were left without means to prosecute them; and, if it had not been that about the same time the late Fishery Board was established, hundreds must have famished. The measures of that Board considerably increased the fisheries, and the fishermen were advancing gradually to a state of comparative comfort; but the pecuniary aid which they thus obtained having been since withdrawn, they have again retrograded into a state of miserable destitution.—(Mr. Patterson.)

Loan Funds Etc
There are not any loan funds or benefit societies on the Malbay coast of Clare.
The effect produced by the loan fund of the late Fishery Board, was an improvement in the condition of those who obtained loans. Since the extinction of the fund, they have found difficulty in procuring materials for either boats or gear, as they cannot obtain them on credit.
Grants would he necessary, to enable them to obtain better boats and gear.—(Lieut. White, R.N.)
The Doonbeg fishermen did not obtain any loans from the late Fishery 13oard.—(Lieut. McNevin.)
By loans from the late fund, the fishermen on the Kilkee coast obtained better canoes and better gear than they had been using; and since the extinction of the fund, they have had much difficulty in procuring materials. When these are obtained on credit, the charges are usurious.
The best way to promote the fisheries on this coast, would be to encourage the building of good boats, and to erect quays with curing-houses.—(Lieut. Pennefather.)
At Carrigaholt, the late fishery loan fund did not improve the condition of those who obtained loans. They always contrived to get part of the loans in cash, which was applied to the payment of rents, or to meet other pressing demands.
I am entirely opposed to loans for fishermen, having witnessed the misery produced, by enforcing re-payment of those already given.
The fishermen have experienced much difficulty in obtaining materials, since the extinc​tion of the late loan fund; but they have not suffered so much as they did in re-paying the loans of the late Fishery Board. When materials are obtained on credit, the charges made are usurious.
Bounties should be given instead of loans.—( The Rev. Mr. Duggan.)
On the Clare coast, within the Shannon, there are no loan funds, nor are the fishermen assisted by the local banks. They are too poor to avail themselves of savings banks or benefit societies.
The loan fund of the late Fishery Board was of material benefit to the Fisheries and fishermen, but not proportionably to the suns advanced, owing to the abuses which pre​vailed. The traders, on whom orders were given for fishing materials, furnished me with accounts of the articles alleged to have been supplied, verified by solemn declarations; but in the last summer during which this fund was in operation, I discovered, that instead of fishing materials, as set forth in the accounts, cash was given in a great many instances, at a discount of fifteen per cent., and in other instances wearing apparel was given. I made this discovery just in time to stop general payments, from one trader alone, exceeding £40.
 The fishermen have little or no credit, and consequently meet much difficulty in pro​curing materials.
If loans were now made to them, to be re-paid by instalments after a reasonable time, they would improve the Fisheries, and raise the fishermen to a state of comfort.—(Mr. Pat​terson.)
The late fishery loan fund, and the piers erected by the Fishery Board, have been the means of bringing into cultivation thousands of acres on the remote coasts of Ireland.—(Mr. King, late an Inspector General of the Irish Fisheries.) 

BOATS AND MEN ENGAGED IN THE FISHERIES—COUNTY CLARE
	Coast Guard Station
	 Coast Guard Officer
	½ decked vessels 
	Open sail boats 
	Row-boats 
	No of Men     

	 
	 
	No     Tons    Men
	No.     Men
	No.    Men
	Total

	Ballyvaughan
	Lt. V. P. Hunter 
	7
88
35
	12
60
	41     165
	 310

	Liscanor
	Mr. Wm. Hore
	 
	 
	42     122

	122

	Freagh
	Mr. H. Whitcombe
	 
	 
	30     150
	 150

	Seafield
	Mr. J. Maude
	 
	 
	80        240

	240

	Doonbeg
	Lt. J. McNevin
	 
	 
	20        61

	61

	Kilkee
	Lt. W. Pennefather
	 
	 
	44     190

	190

	Kilcredane

	Lt. C. E. Blisset
	 
	 
	77     308
	308

	Kilrush
	Mr. J. Peake
	 
	27
81
	 
	   81

	Total
	 
	7             88                35
	39          141
	334 1236
	1462
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FISHING GROUNDS ON THE COAST OF IRELAND
County Clare

There are fishing banks on the Malbay coast of Clare, which extend from the isles of Arran to Loop Head, N. N. W., and southerly, and thence eastward in the Shannon. The fishing is pursued at the distance of one mile from the shore to six leagues, in from twenty to fifty-five fathoms water. Turbot, Cod, Ling, Haddock, Hake, Soles, and other flat Fish, with whiting, gurnet, and mackerel, are, during their seasons, in great abundance on these banks.—(Lieut. White, R. N., Inspecting Commander C. G.)
All along the Malbay coast, the ground is foul for about one mile off shore; from this foul ground the fishing bank extends in the offing; and with the exception of some foul ground, here and there, which the fishermen avoid by land marks, the bottom is fine sand, and the soundings pretty even.—(Mr. Patterson, Kilrush.)
The river Shannon, from Loop Head to Scattery Island, twenty-one miles in length, and from five to twelve miles in breadth, is fishing ground; and from nine miles within the Shannon's mouth, to the distance of twenty miles seaward, there is also fishing ground, with abundance of Cod, Ling, Haddock, Turbot, Soles, Plaice, Thornback, Dorees, Ray &c.; also, (in their seasons) prodigious quantities of mackerel and skad.—( The Rev. Malachy Duggan, P.P Moyarta and Killballyowen)
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HARBOURS FOR FISHERMEN,
AS DESCRIBED IN THE REPLIES TO PRINTED QUERIES.

COUNTY CLARE.

New Quay, Currenroe Ballyvaughan and Glanina
The chief and safest harbour on the Clare coast in Galway Bay, is New Quay, in which a vessel of 200 tons burthen may enter, and ascend to the quay at low water no other harbour in the bay possesses this advantage. 
The quay is in good repair. It is on the estate of Mr.Bindon Scott.
Currenroe, eastward of New Quay, on the estate or Mr. Burton Bindon, is undergoing considerable improvements, at the expense of the proprietor.
Ballyvaughaun is seven miles west of New Quay, and inside Blackhead, on the estate of Major MacNamara, M.P. it contains a quay erected by the villagers, and now in a state of extremely bad repair.
Glanina is between Ballyvaughan and Blackhead, on the estate of Mr. Bindon Blood. 
New Quay in fifteen Miles nearer to Limerick than Galway ; and to open the Limerick market to it, a new line of road has been laid out, twenty-two miles of which have been completed, leaving only eight miles to finish. By this road, the fishermen of Galway Bay could send their fish to Limerick market daily, and they would thus have a good and steady demand on their industry. The only opposition now made to the finishing  of the road is that of some persons, interested in the present bad and circuitous roads in the same direction; and the interference of Government, to enforce the making of improved lines of communication, is especially required in this instance.—(Mr. Burton Bindon.)
New Quay requires some slight repairs, and an extension of about forty feet. It is very useful to fishermen, as they can reach it at all times of the title.
A quay at Ballyvaughan would be of much importance to the Fisheries, as well as to local trade. It would cost about £500.
There is not a quay at Glanina
It is the practice of the fishermen who frequent the harbours to throw out ballast in them; and sometimes they take for ballast the stones from the piers.-- (Lieut. V.  P. Hunter, C.G.0. Ballyvaughan.)

Liscanor.
The pier of Liscanor is in good repair, but it is insufficient even for the fishing boats of the harbour. It does not go into deep water, and is dry at three quarters ebb of the tide. However, it has been of great benefit to trade and to the fishermen. It has created a corn trade between the harbour and Galway ; and though it affords but indifferent shelter, there are times that but for it a canoe could not leave the shore or return. It should have been carried more to the southward; at present, during south west gales, the sea falls bodily on the pier, and renders full two-thirds of the quay unsafe for any vessels to moor along​side- Local contributions for its improvement could be obtained.— (Mr. Wm. Hore CGO. Liscanor.)

Seafield.
The Pier at Seafield, constructed by means of a grant from the late Fishery Board, and a contribution from the proprietors of the soil, is in good repair, and would afford shelter to boats and such vessels, but extraordinary to say, there is no channel leading into it. If the rocks outside were removed, which can be easily done, without blasting, and a channel opened, the harbour would afford shelter at all times of the year, and create a trade in corn with Galway. —(Mr. Maude, CGO Seafield  and Lieut. White Inspecting Commander C.G.)
Doonbeg.
Doonbeg, Harbour is a small creek, in which there is as depth of nine feet at low water of spring tides, and of twenty-four feet at high  water. This is the only place from Loop Head to Ballyvaughan, fifty miles of coast, where it is possible at present to save a boat or vessel in bad weather. There is a pier at the east side of the creek, called Rhenogonoght Pier, erected by the into Fishery Board, and now in good repair.

Pulleen.

There are two other harbours used by the fishermen in this Guard. Pulleen and Killard. The former is an opening in the cliffs, of about 500 feet long, and forty broad; but it is not possible for any other craft than canoes to enter : this is the principal fishing place. Killard is a sandy beach  badly sheltered.--(Lieut. J. McNevin, C.G.O.),

Kilkee
Kilkee has a natural breakwater, within which the depth varies from fourteen to two fathom, as it nears the shore. There is no pier or quay, but a quay would be of great utility. The harbour runs in between Kilkee and Dough, and is well calculated for fisher​men. Local contributions, it is probable, would be obtained.—(Lieut. Pennefather, C.G0. Kilkee)
Querrin
 and Carrigaholt.

A quay at Querrin in the Shannon, four miles from Carrigaholt, is greatly wanted. Carrigaholt Quay is of little use having been built upon the minor part of an extensive flat; and boats are often detained there in neap tides.--(Lieut. White Inspecting Commander C.G.) 
The tide rises in Querrin, from eighteen to twenty feet ; and only twelve feet at Carrigaiholt and Kilbaha. The pier at Carrigaholt. was originally erected at the charge of the county on presentment, and afterwards repaired by the late Fishery Board ; it requires extension Querrin is most in need of a pier, as it is the principal fishing station in the lower Shannon. The agents of the landlords say they would contribute but no one will begin. The fishermen would contribute in labour, and use their boats for carrying materials.— (Rev Mr Duggan P.P.)
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Kilbaha. 
The pier at Kilbaha is so much exposed that it can only be approached in smooth water; a small breakwater would make it very useful to fishermen and local trade.
Kilrush.
The pier at Kilrush was originally built by the Commissioners of Customs, and on the abolition of the Irish Board was handed over to the Commissioners of the Fisheries who repaired it. The proprietor of the soil, Mr. Vandeleur, now claims a right over it. A small toll, producing about £35 a year, is collected at it, and applied in protecting and re​pairing the pier and harbour : the toll is not charged on fishing boats. (Mr.James Patter​son, late Inspector of Fisheries.)
I am of opinion that the produce of the tolls in Kilrush is upwards of £100 a year. Resistance has been made to the tolls by the public, but no legal decision has been made.

Querrin. 
There is not any harbour on the Clare side of the Shannon, which requires a pier or quay more than Querrin. There are belonging to it twenty-five fishing boats, of from seven to twelve tons each, fourteen trading boats of from forty to forty-five tons, and about fifty canoes. The owners of the boats would each bring two loads of stone to assist in making a pier or quay; but there is not a probability that any other assistance would be obtained. --(Mr J. Peake, C.G.O., Kilrush)
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MARKETS FOR FISH IN EACH COUNTY:
Clare:
The supply of every kind of fish is abundant, except Turbot, Brill, and Mullet, which are seldom in the market.
Some of the salted Herrings are cured in Ireland but the most part in Scotland — (The Rev. Dr. King. Sub-Distributer of Stamps, Deputy Postmaster.)
APPENDIX No. I.
HISTORICAL SKETCH of the BRITISH and IRISH FISHERIES.
Compiled by 
Sir T. CHARLES MORGAN, M.D.
Fish being an article of produce that pays no rent, a free gift of nature to the captor, the employment of the fisherman might be thought fully equal to take care of itself, and to require no encouragement, to call it into activity. It is therefore not without surprise that the inquirer learns the vast efforts made by powerful nations to create a Fishery, and so often made in vain.
The solution of this seeming paradox lies in the perishable nature of the commodity, and the consequent disproportion between the cost of taking, and that of preserving and conveying it to the distant market. To transport fish in a fresh condition, so rapidly enhances its price, that, at a small distance from the sea, it becomes an article of luxury; and its market is restricted accordingly. The inferior kinds only can be generally offered for sale at prices which permit their being used extensively as articles of ordinary diet; and these are so inferior in nutritious qualities, and so much less exciting to the palate than animal food, that the people who can afford to purchase meat, will not largely consume them. Except during the gluts of Mackerel and Herrings, the artizans of London very rarely pur​chase fresh fish; and the cured fish they decline altogether, or nearly so. (British Channel Fishery Report.)
To obtain an extensive sale for this article, it is for the most part necessary that it should be sub​jected to the processes of curing, and rendered capable of conveyance to far distant markets. But the curing of fish, while it implies a considerable degree of art and some outlay of capital, so far de​creases the estimation of the commodity in consumption, that salt fish usually finds a still less ready market than fresh; and in thriving communities, it is consumed only by the poorest population, and at times when better articles of diet are scarce and inaccessible. The general use of even the best kinds is very much confined to Catholic countries; and depends rather on a dogma of religion, than on a principle of political economy.
Fish, therefore, must be an object of commerce very readily liable to over-production; and sudden fluctuations in the quantity taken, greatly increase the difficulty of maintaining a proper ratio between demand and supply. The fish market is constantly varying between the extreme points of glut and scarcity; and the necessary consequence must be a low average profit to those engaged in its capture.
The Fisheries, as an object of national importance, depend altogether on a demand for the salted article, and that too in some more extensive market than the immediate neighbourhood of the fisheries ordinarily affords. Before such a market is found, and rendered accessible, it is to no purpose that fish abound. They exist in the sea, as good land lies in the back settlements of America. Both are susceptible of supplying the wants of man; but both are useless, through their distance from a centre of distribution.
Again, the most productive fishing grounds of the British Islands happen to lie principally off remote and ill inhabited coasts; and before they can become extensively available to the native population, capital and industry must seek them out, and bring to the spot all the materials for curing and for fishing on a large scale. But in a climate tolerably genial, such a mode of investing capital would hardly be adopted, until the demands of agriculture and manufacture were tolerably satisfied.
Accordingly, it was the Dutch, who, having little land to cultivate, and being dependent almost exclu​sively on commerce for subsistence, were the first to render the Fisheries a staple of national indus​try; and they are still the only nation who have very largely depended on that species of wealth for the source of their prosperity.
In England, from its earliest commercial existence, capital has found ample sources of investment, without embarking largely in the Fisheries. Although its waters abound in fish, the trade for ages was very nearly confined to the supply of the local markets: and it was not until the time of the Stuarts that the Fisheries excited public attention; when, owing to the political jealousies then commencing between England and Holland, the desire was formed of depriving the Dutch of their Herring Trade, and of thus crippling her warlike resources.
In this anxiety to injure an enemy, the nation did not advert to the different situations of the two countries; but rushing at once into a cumbrous and expensive scheme for becoming impromptu fishermen, they entered blindfold upon a series of experiments, from which even now, they are not totally disengaged.
(The eagerness of the nation to jump to the desired conclusion, would not brook the naturally slow development of the trade; but strove by monopolies and privileges, by bounties, &c., to force it into a precocious maturity. The result was, (as might have been foreseen,) reiterated failure; and it was not till the war of the French Revolution had utterly annihilated the Dutch commerce, that a real opening was made for the profitable investment of British capital in this branch of industry. (This eagerness to share in the spoils of the sea has not been confined to England. The idea of forcing a national Fishery has prevailed among most of the European communities; and the means adopted by some of the Governments of other nations, are set forth in the Appendix. Documents are wanting to furnish a just comparison between the cost of these efforts, and the returns; but the fact that such aid is still thought necessary to the existence of the re​spective Fisheries; bears strongly against the soundness of the policy which continues it.)
To these causes of failure, which circumscribed the growth of the British Fisheries, others peculiar to Ireland may be added. Besides the necessity imposed on the latter country, of following in the career of the former, two circumstances may have been active in drawing the attention of Ireland to the resources of its waters— 1st, the neglected state of the manufactures, and consequent want of employment ; and 2dly, the periodical recurrence of local famines. The latter, more especially, could not fail to excite the attention of the public, by the dreary contrast it presented between starvation on shore, and an abun​dant supply of food existing in the neighbouring sea; a supply which wanted only to be taken, to be​come available to the wretched peasantry. Accordingly, the money raised by charitable subscriptions
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has more than once been spent in equipping the coast population to become fishers; and legislative efforts have been made to attain the same end, in a more permanent way.
But, to look more minutely into facts, the people of northern Europe, during the middle ages, were reduced to live, during their long winter, very principally upon salted provisions; and the resources of the sea fishery could not have been neglected in those places, where fresh food of so relatively agree​able a kind could be obtained, to vary the limited and unwholesome diet. From the process of taking fish, to that of curing it, the step is short and consequential.
Scotch Herring Fishery in the 9th Century under James III, IV, and VI of Scotland
As early as the ninth century, the taking of Herrings was extensively pursued in Scotland, and continued until the bungling interference of the authorities brought it to an abrupt close. The Convention of Royal Burghs hit upon the notable expedient of prohibiting the exportation of fish, until the townsmen were first supplied, at a stipulated price; and the fishermen abandoned the trade in consequence. A number of these men, thus driven from home, settled in Holland, continuing, however, to fish off their native coast; and thus their example attracted the attention of the Dutch to the value of the Scotch Fisheries, and to the commercial advantages of that branch of industry.( Anderson's History of Commerce.)
Several attempts to recover the Fishery were made by legal enactments under James III., IV, and V. of Scotland; and James VI., before his accession to the English throne, appointed three towns to be built in different parts of the Highlands, for the purpose of civilizing the people, and promot​ing the Fisheries. The attempt was, however, resisted by the wild natives; and, through their vio​lence, ultimately failed of success.
General Fishery Association, Encouragement Given to the British Fisheries
 Charles I., in 1633, ordained "an association of the three kingdoms for a general fishing within the hail seas and coasts of his Majesty's said kingdoms;" for its government, he nominated a stand​ing committee, and many persons of consideration embarked in the enterprise. For the further en​couragement of this adventure, the King ordered that Lent should be strictly observed; that the im​portation of foreign fish should be prohibited; and that his own naval stores should be purchased of the company; but the breaking out of the civil wars defeated the scheme. (Review of the Domestic Fisheries of Great Britain and Ireland, by Robert Frazer, a work which has been frequently consulted in drawing up this paper.)
Commonwealth
In 1654, Sir Phineas Andrews proceeded "to the Fisheries," under the protection of the Govern​ment. In his behalf, the salt duties were remitted, collections were made for building wharfs, docks, and store-houses, and to rent ground for making, tanning, drying, and mending nets, and an exemp​tion was granted to him from customs and excise on all naval necessaries.
In 1660, Simon Smith undertook the Fisheries; and besides the above cited benefits, obtained license for the free importation of all commodities returned in payment for exported fish.
Council of Royal Fishery, Charles II.
Charles II., on the Restoration, once more took up the Fisheries with increased zeal. To this end, the Duke of York, the Earl of Clarendon, and "other persons of honour and wisdom" were ap​pointed a Council of Royal Fishery, with power to make laws for the management of the trade, and to punish, by fines and imprisonment, offenders against them. The fishermen also were exempted from all pleas in Courts of Justice, as to any thing concerning the Fisheries. For the same service, a lot​tery was granted for three years; a collection was made in churches; and an exemption granted for seven years from customs, both inwards and outwards, on the sale of fish, exported to the Baltic, Denmark, Norway, France, &c. &c.; and as if all this were not sufficient, victuallers and coffee-house keepers were compelled to take one, two, three, four, or more barrels of Herrings yearly, at 30s. per barrel, till a foreign market should be established, to the satisfaction of the Council.
To these encouragements were added a duty of 2s. 6d. per barrel on imported Herrings, convoy in time of war, and a promise of all such other advantages as experience should discover to be necessary.
New Fishery Company Formed
 All these things notwithstanding, no progress was made in the Fishery for sixteen years; when a char​ter was granted to a new Company, and £11,580 was raised by subscriptions for carrying on its affairs.
This enterprise, also, like the preceding, failed, as it was alleged, from insufficiency of means; and in 1690, the same Company was again renewed, with an elaborate constitution, framed with an eye to former miscarriages, and in the hope of avoiding jobs, mismanagement, and inefficiency, the usual attendants upon corporate trading. The scheme probably did not answer its purposes; for the Com​pany was soon afterwards dissolved by an Act of William III.
Up to this period, the successive failures may perhaps in part be attributed to accidental causes, the turbulence of the times under the Scottish James's, the two Revolutions under Charles I. and James &c. Subsequent experience, however, warrants the conclusion, that there was something more than accident in the matter, and that errors both of principle and of practice were committed in the attempts to raise a Fishery, which will best explain the unsatisfactory results.
In 1720, and in 1760, (In this year, a Work appeared, called England's Path to Wealth and "Honour," which proposed a general corporation of the English Fisheries, and was probably connected with the new undertaking, either as cause or effect). new efforts were made to revive the Fisheries; but they also terminated without profit to the undertakers, or benefit to the public.
Causes of Failure.
The causes of these miscarriages, says Dr. Worsley (Secretary of the Board of Plantations and Trade to Charles II.,)  were making the Thames (the dearest British port) the head quarters of the Fishery,—the superiority of the Dutch,—and the business being a prin​cipal concern with them. Andrew Yarington, in the Second Part of " England's Improvement by Sea and Land," sums up the whole in one fact—"we fish," he says, " intolerably dear, and the Dutch ex​ceedingly cheap."
Parliamentary Committee of Inquiry, Society of the Free British Fishery. 
In 1749, the House of Commons appointed a Committee of Inquiry into the Herring and White Fisheries; and a corporation was subsequently formed, with a capital of £600,000, by the name of the "Society of the Free British Fishery." All ranks were elevated with the idea of the boundless riches which would flow into the kingdom from this source; and every encouragement was offered by the Government, both to the Company and to individuals who might embark in this national con​cern. A Bounty of 36s. per ton was granted for fourteen years, on all decked vessels employed in fish​ing, of from twenty to eighty tons. This was increased to 56s. in 1757 (Encyclopedia Britannica.);  but notwithstanding, the capital thus employed was gradually sunk, without procuring any adequate return to the adventurers.
In 1759, by the 33rd Geo. II., a Tonnage Bounty of 80s. was granted  (This Bounty, it is said, abruptly ruined the Scotch open boat fishery, which had previously been considerable) with 2s. 8d. per barrel on exported fish; and three per cent. interest was secured to the subscribers to the Fishing Company, payable half-yearly out of the Customs.
The scheme of this corporation was opposed in the Upper House by the Lords Winchelsea and Sandys, on the ground of the wastefulness of corporate expenditure, and of still making London the  
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centre of operations. The event justified their reasonings; the whole number of vessels entered for the Fisheries on the Custom House books having been only eight.
Success of Yarmouth Merchants
These repeated failures were rendered more conspicuous by the success of the Yarmouth merchants fishing on their own account. By proceeding more to the north than the Dutch fishing grounds, they discovered better fish at an earlier season; and they succeeded in supplying the Hamburgh market, be​fore their rivals could appear to compete with them.

Results of Bounties
It is to this year, 1759, that Adam Smith alludes in recording, that the whole Buss Fishery of Scot​land brought in only four barrels of “ sea-stocks,” each of which, in bounties alone, cost the Govern​ment £113 15s., and each barrel of merchantable Herrings, cost £159 7s. 6d. (In 1809, only three vessels were fitted out (from Scotland); in 1310, 1S11, seven vessels; in 1812, ten, which caught in these several years, 7091, 9781,1580, and 28391 barrels of Herrings. The Bounties paid amounted to£5866. for tonnage, which is 19s. 4d. per barrel.—General Report of Scotland, v. 3, p. 330.)
The explanation of this strange fact was, that the Bounty being given to the vessels, and not to the fish, "ships were equipped to catch the Bounty and not the Herrings."
Act of 25th Georg 3rd for Regulating Bounties.
In 1785-6, (25 Geo. III.) the Tonnage Bounties were therefore reduced to 20s., and a Bounty of 4s. per barrel was granted on the fish; with this proviso, that no ship should draw more than 30s. per ton, from both Bounties, except where the take exceeded three barrels per ton. In that case, 1s. per barrel was allowed on the excess. On an average of ten years, 54,394 barrels were taken, at a cost to the Government of £20,922, being about 7s. 6d. per barrel. (Frazer.)
British Fishery Society.
In 1786, the British Fishery Society, for extending the Fisheries and improving the sea coasts of these kingdoms, "was incorporated, and a joint stock was subscribed for purchasing land, and build​ing thereon free towns, villages, and fishing stations in the Highlands and Islands of Scotland." The operations of this Company form a marked feature in the history of the British Fisheries, and are referred to in the body of the Report.

Further Alteration in Bounties
In 1800, the 41st Geo. III. cap. 199, granted further Bounties to persons taking and bringing fish to the London market.

Salt Duties
In 1801, a committee of the House of Commons recommended a repeal of the salt duties, as being a grievous obstacle to the success of the Fisheries. The proposition, however, was successfully resisted by the then Minister; and by way of compensation, the existing Act for the encouragement of the Fisheries, was extended till January 1813, and the end of the next session of Parliament.
In 1808, the Bounty was again raised to 60s. per ton on British decked vessels, of not less than sixty tons burden; (this large scale of vessel was chosen in imitation of the Dutch, and without considering that the Dutch fished in distant sea, while the Scotch fisheries were close to the shore.) with an accelerating bounty of 20s. additional per ton for the first thirty vessels for one year.
Branding and Inspection of Herrings. Premiums on Boats.
It was by this Act that the regulations for inspecting and Branding Herrings, and for prescribing the modes of Fishing and Curing were established. Three thousand pounds were also granted for premiums on boats of not less than fifteen tons.

Board of Commissioners.
But the greatest novelty of this Act was the election of a Board of seven Commissioners of the Herring Fisheries, which was engrafted on the Old Scotch Board of Trustees for Linen and Hempen Manufacturers. The complete ruin of the Dutch Fisheries, which occurred about that time, was the immediate cause of this new establishment for the promotion of the British Fisheries.
The Act, which was passed as an experiment, was made perpetual in 1815, by the 55th Geo. III., cap. 94. By the same Act also, an attempt was made to obviate frauds, by some changes in the regulations of the trade; and the 2s. 8d. Bounty, per barrel, on exported Herrings, granted in 1803, was repealed. In 1811, (51 Geo. III. cap. 101,) the Tonnage Bounty was extended to vessels not less than forty-five tons.

Parliamentary Report.
So ineffectual were these efforts in raising the Fisheries, that a committee of the House of Com​mons reported, in 1816, that five vessels only had been fitted out during the year 1814 from Yar​mouth, and none for the deep sea fishery, from any-other part of England and Scotland.
Regulations for Curing Herrings
For the Inspection and Branding of Herrings the whole coast of Great Britain was divided into dis​tricts. In each of these, officers were appointed to oversee the operations of the fishermen, and to ascertain that the law was scrupulously fulfilled, with respect to all the Herrings which were cured for Bounty. The principal points directed to be observed were, that the fish should be gutted with knives, and that they should be packed in barrels, within twenty-four hours after they were taken.
These regulations were borrowed from the Dutch, and were adopted for the purpose of bringing the article to the same degree of excellence which it had attained in that country.
Salt for the Fisheries Duty Free
In 1817, the use of salt was granted to the Fisheries duty free; but many vexatious restrictions were of necessity imposed, for the prevention of frauds. These, with the fines and penalties which sanc​tioned them, occasioned great losses and heart-burnings, and materially diminished the value of the boon. (Sir Thomas Bernard on the Employment and Subsistence of the Labouring Classes) The repeal of the salt tax eventually was carried.

Bounties on Cod Ling, Hake etc.
Concurrently with these legislative efforts in favour of the Herring Fishery; various Bounties were from time to time granted on the cure of Cod, Hake, and Ling; but this branch of the home fisheries has hitherto, it should seem, been considered as of a somewhat inferior importance; at least it has not received a proportionate parliamentary attention. A small annual grant, also, is still applied in Scotland to repairing the boats of poor fishermen, under the direction of the Commissioners.

Change of System.
In 1821, the first step was made to retrace the steps of the legislature in the system of Bounties, which had then considerably given way in public opinion. By the 1st and 2d Geo. IL, cap. 79, the Tonnage Bounty of 60s. was repealed, and in 1830 that measure was followed by the total withdrawal of all such encouragement. The Scotch Commission for Inspection was, however, continued, and is in force at the present hour. Such is a very abridged history of the British Fishery laws; remains now to take up that of the Fisheries of Ireland.

Irish Fisheries, Early History.
The resources of the Irish waters seem early to have attracted public notice. Sir W. Temple, in a letter to Lord Essex, 1673, says, "the fishing of Ireland might prove a mine under water, as rich as any under ground;" and so strongly was he impressed with this idea, that he proposed that no individual should be admissible into the House of Commons, nor entitled to a commission of the peace, unless he had taken a practical part in the encouragement of that branch of industry. ( Finlay's Miscellanies)
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Sums Paid by Foreigners to Fish the Irish Seas
So far back as the 5th Elizabeth, an Irish statute prohibited foreign vessels from fishing in the Irish seas without a license. This license was taxed at 13s. 4d. annually, for twelve ton vessels. Philip II of Spain paid into the Irish treasury £1000, for liberty to fish the Irish coast; and in the reign of Charles I., the Dutch were allowed a similar license, on the payment of £30,000. In 1650, Sweden was per​mitted, as a favour, to employ 100 vessels in the Irish Fishery; so little was the idea then entertained that the resources of Ireland could, or should, be made available to the Irish subject.
Act of Geo. II for the Encouragement of Coast Fisheries. Mr. Doyle’s Discoveries.
In the 7th Geo. II, an Act was passed for the encouragement of the Coast Fisheries. Two Years afterwards, Mr. Doyle announced his discovery of a most prolific fishing ground, the Nymph Bank, off Waterford; and he published a proposal for supplying London, Liverpool, and Bristol with fresh fish from the south coast of Ireland, by means of well-boats. The scheme, however, came to nothing, and it was not till 1786 that it was resumed.

Early Failures.
The system of bounties having taken root in England, was naturally adopted by the Irish Parliament. By the 3rd and 4th of Geo. III., 20s. per ton was granted on all deep sea fish; which was subsequently (25th Geo. III.) limited to fish for curing. "The consequence of this change was great distress among the fishermen; and on the 19th of March 1789, a petition was received from the Skerries fishermen ( the principal body) complaining of having been ruined by fishing for the bounty on the north west coast, under the new law; and praying for aid to pay their debts, and carry on the white fishing for Dublin market."
Mr. Frazer’s Discoveries: Marine Society of London.
By the 41st Geo. III., a grant by the British Parliament of £30,000 was dedicated to Bounties for the supplying fresh fish to London, Westminster, or other town or city of Great Britain; and Mr. Frazer, at this period, repeating Doyle's experiments, ascertained the abundant resources of the Nymph Bank; and the Marine Society of London accordingly, having built fishing vessels, for the supply of the London mar​ket, offered to let them on hire, to ply on this bank. The then Chief Secretary of Ireland approved of this plan, and recommended that two of these vessels should be engaged.
In pursuance of the project, £6,000 was assigned out of the Parliamentary grant for the furtherance of the Irish Fisheries; but the recommendation was not followed to execution. In 1802, another effort was made by the Government in behalf of the Irish Fisheries; and Mr. Frazer was sent to Dublin with orders to hire vessels for experiment, and with permission to apply for revenue cruizers to assist in the furtherance of his object.

Waterford Company
At this time, says Frazer, well-boats were unknown in Dublin; (Commentaries on Ireland, 2nd. Ed. Review of the Domestic Fisheries.)  but eighty-seven wherries, from twenty to fifty tons, and about eighteen yawls, supplied the city with all the fish it required. In this sum​mer, Frazer proceeded with two hired wherries to the Nymph Bank, where he found abundance of white fish, and still greater quantities further to the westward. The presumed verification of the resources of the bank induced Mr. Secretary Wickham to recommend the formation of a Company at Waterford, for fishing it with well-boats; 128 shares, of £60 each, were subscribed, the government adding ten per cent. to the subscription, and engaging to pay a bounty of 30s. per ton to the vessels so employed. The Government performed its part; but the spirit of party, says Frazer, got possession of the Com​pany, and its affairs were so mismanaged, as to inspire the notion that the object was to ensure a fai​lure. Frazer, however, succeeded in carrying a cargo of Cod to London, which he sold to advan​tage. According, to his authority, capital might have been successfully employed in the Irish Cod fishery, between October and April, the boats being afterwards sent to the north seas, off the Ferroe Islands. Well-boats might also have plied successfully all the year round in the Turbot fishery.
In 1803, the Marine Society resolved that the Irish Fishery should be further pursued, and offered to subscribe to the Waterford Company. The Company, however, refused the offer, and the Society subscribed £20,000, to fish independently, and on its own account. But eventually their bill of incor​poration was thrown out, and nothing further was attempted. Frazer, meantime, made three voyages to Bristol, and sold his fish at good prices, the city paying a bounty of 2s. 6d. per cwt. on the cargoes. In 1804, the Waterford Company dissolved.
Dublin Society. Duties Levied to be Expended on the Fisheries.
Another effort had been previously made by the Government. in behalf of the Fisheries, under the management of the Dublin Society. For this purpose, 1s. per barrel duty was laid on imported Her​rings, to be expended in the encouragement of the N. W. Fishery. This duty, by the 23rd and 24th Geo. cap. 1, was raised to 3s., and by an Act. of the following year, to 10s., (subsequently reduced to 9s.)
In 1776-7, (17th
1 8th Geo. III., cap. 18,) Bounties were granted on ships prosecuting the White Fishery, south of latitude 44".

Inspectors Appointed. 
In 1801-2 (21st & 22nd Geo. III., cap. 15) three Inspectors of Fisheries were appointed, and 6d. per pound sterling, ordered to be deducted from the Bounties for their payment.
Bounties.
In 1785, £20,000 was granted to trustees, on the petition of William Conyngham, Esq., for the encou​ragement of the Fisheries; 30s. per ton Bounty was also granted to the owners of British or Irish Fishery vessels, up to the concurrence of eighty tons. Another Bounty of 60s. was given for building vessels for the deep water fishery, on the north-west coast, to be launched before December 1st, 1788; and lastly. Bounties were granted on the export of fish, fish oil, and whalebone, not being for Great Britain or the Isle of Man. The Inspectors, too, were at this time increased to five, and 1s in the pound sterling stopped for their salaries.

Regulations.
By the same Act, fishing vessels were required to bear distinguishing marks, the size of the meshes of fishing nets was regulated, and the season for taking Oysters was subjected to rule.
By the 25th Geo. III, cap. 65, it was enacted, that £20,000 might be raised on the estate of W. Conyngham. Esq. for the same purposes as the preceding grant to that gentleman. (See Minutes of Evidence taken at Burton Port and Rutland Island.)
Grant of £10,000 for a Speculation at Lough Swilly.
On the following year, Bounties were extended to vessels not under twenty tons, and an Export Bounty  of 2s. 2d. per barrel on Herrings was granted. At the same time, £10,000 were voted to certain individuals, for building accommodations to fishermen, and improving the navigation of Lough Swilly, the parties advancing an equal sum.

Increase in Bounties.
In 1786, barrel bounty was raised to 4s., and premiums offered of eighty, sixty, forty, and twenty guineas respectively, on the four greatest quantities of Herrings taken between January 1st and December 31st, of that year ; 3s. 3d. per cwt. also was given on the export of white fish, in lieu of the bounties granted on that article by the 25th Geo. III., which were repealed.
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Formation of the Late Irish Fishery Board.
In the year 1791, (32nd Geo. III., cap. 23,) the Bounties of 25th Geo.III. were continued till the 25th March, 1795, and from this period, by a succession of prolongations, (and with some insignificant changes  of detail,) this statute continued to be the great regulator of the Irish Fisheries, until the year 1819, when the Irish Fishery Board was instituted. Of the proceedings of this body and their results, par​ticulars will he found in the succeeding pages. It continued in activity during ten years, which may be considered as the period of greatest activity in the Irish Fisheries; and with its existence closed the long succession of efforts to  establish the Fisheries by pecuniary encouragement. The abolition of Bounties (and consequently of the Irish Fishery Board) was the work of public opinion, which, as usual, fol​lowed lagging in the rear of the march of events. From the year 1830 to the present time, an interval has elapsed, marked by a re-action, consequent on the previous stimulation, and by a langour in the so favoured branch of industry, which has called forth the present Commission.
In retracing the facts spread through a period of more than two centuries; the reader cannot but be struck with the repeated failures of successive efforts to create a domestic Fishery both in Great Britain and in Ireland. By some, these are attributed to errors of management, and to a premature abandonment of the treasures of encouragement; and the averment perhaps may be partly true, but it is impossible to overlook the fact, that amidst all the efforts of Government, and the popular enthusiasm in favour of Fisheries, they have not been a favourite speculation with capitalists, so that mercantile enterprise has been far from going hand in band with administrative liberality. To this statement the Scotch Fishery alone affords an exception;—what inference should be drawn either from the rule or from its exception, the reader will determine for himself; but it does not seem too much to affirm on experience of the past, that whatever value to individuals may be set on any assistance which Govern​ment may hereafter think right to afford the fishermen, through any better directed system of en​couragement, the trade must still eventually stand or fall by the spontaneous efforts of the parties interested, and the stimulus of remunerating markets.
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Appendix No. II
REPORTS OF THE LATE COMMISSIONERS OF THE IRISH FISHERIES,
PRESENTED TO Parliament from 1819 TO 1830.

The Report for 1819.
The Commissioners appointed under the warrant of-his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, for carry​ing into execution an Act passed the 59th year of his late Majesty. cap. 109, intituled, "An Act for the further Encouragement of the Irish Fisheries ;" having met at Dublin, upon the 19th October, 1819, and taken and subscribed the oath required by the Act, proceeded to discharge the duty com​mitted to them ; and the 16th section of the said Act requiring a report of their proceedings to be delivered to the Lord Lieutenant, on or before the 1st  day of June in each year, and a copy thereof to he laid before both Houses of Parliament, within fourteen days after the commencement of every session next ensuing each first day of June ; The Commissioners now pray leave, in obedience thereto, to present the First Report of their pro​ceedings.

Secretary and Clerk
The first step taken by them was, to appoint a Secretary (who had been previously approved of by the Lord Lieutenant) with a salary of £300 per annum. They afterwards appointed a Clerk, and a Messenger, the first, at a salary of £80, the latter, at £40 per year.

Information to the Public
They appointed places of rendezvous, and framed an abstract of the Act of Parliament, which was  distributed to the Maritime Counties; and also advertised the Bounties payable under the Act, in the different Provincial Newspapers.

Inspectors General
They likewise recommended to his Excellency, that four Inspectors General should be appointed, to superintend the Fishery ; one upon the North Coast, another upon the East Coast. a third upon the South Coast, and a fourth upon the West Coast, with a salary of £200 a year each, and £,515 per annum travelling charges.

Local Inspectors 
They recommended that Local Inspectors, or Officers of the Fishery, should he appointed to the following places, with a salary to each of £100 per annum :—Dublin, Carlingford, Ardglass, Belfast, Rathmullen, Killybegs, Dungarvan, Westport, Galway, Kilrush, Bantry, Baltimore, Kinsale, Wexford, And his excellency was pleased to appoint these Officers accordingly.

Instructions and Regulations
The Commissioners then proceeded to frame instructions for their officers, in perfecting which they derived much useful information by a correspondence with the Commissioner for the Herring Fishery,  Scotland.
A Set of regulations for the instruction and government of the Fishermen, was also formed, and circulated among them.

Naval Superintendence for the Galway Coast
A memorial having been received from persons concerned in the Fishery on the coast of Galway, stating, that, considerable depredations and irregularities had been committed by the fishermen on that coast. the Commissioners applied to the Lords of the Admiralty, to request, that they would order an armed vessel to protect the Fisheries, pursuant to the Act of Parliament, 54th section ; and they recommended a commissioned Officer of the Navy to their Lordships, as Superintendent, for that purpose.

Fishing Vessels in 1819
It is necessary to mention, that the Herring-Fishery having commenced before the Act could be put into operation, the Commissioners have been obliged to take their account of vessels clearing out on bounty, from the Officers of Customs ; but, from the late reports of their own Officers at the different stations, they believe the Act is now its full operation, and have every reason to think it will be attended with the most beneficial results to the country- in general.

Fish Exported in 1819
The quantity of Herrings, Pilchards, and Mackerel, caught in the Irish Fisheries, and exported for the Last season is not known; but this account will hereafter be obtained, as our Officers who are now at the different stations: are, by the 20th section of the Act, required to inspect Such fish, previous to exportation.

(Signed)


W. LE POER TRENCH. 
A. H. HUTCHIN8ON.



M. FITZGERALD. 

THOS. M‘DONNELL.



JOHN THERRY. 

GEO. HAMILTON.

Irish Fishery Office, Dublin, 31st May 1820.
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The Report for 1820.
The Commissioners of Irish Fisheries, in pursuance of the directions contained in the 46th section of the Act of the 59th Geo. 3, cap. 109, present to the Honourable the Commons of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, in Parliament assembled, the following Report of their proceedings for the year ending 5th April 1821, being the Fishery of 1820.

Additional Inspectors 
In consequence of the number of adventurers who had embarked in the Fisheries for the season of 1820, the Commissioners, as well for the convenience and advantage of the trade, as the advancement of an object of each national importance, deemed it necessary to form three additional stations, namely, Balbriggan, formerly included under Dublin; Valentia, formerly included under Baltimore; and Cove, formerly included under Kinsale. And having applied to the Lord Lieutenant to appoint officers for the same, his Excellency was pleased to accede to their request, and officers were appointed accordingly.

Allowance of Inspectors 
In order,  however, to make the appointments of local inspectors as beneficial to the public as possible, the Commissioners have determined that those officers shall not consider their personal attendance as confined to one particular part of their station or district, but must be ready to proceed to any place in such district, where fish are cured for bounty, on receiving the fish-curer's notice to that effect. 
Allowance of Inspectors for Annual Rent.
The Commissioners have also directed that a sum not exceeding ten guineas annually, shall he paid to each inspector, as an allowance for keeping a public and regular office in such town of their respective districts, as has been pointed out for their general residence: that such an arrangement will afford considerable facilities to fish-curers, masters of vessels, proprietors of small boats, and other persons in connexion with the officers of the establishment.

Annual Report by the Inspector General for each Province.
In order to acquire correct information of every local circumstance connected with the minor districts into which the coasts of this country have been divided; the Commissioners have directed their Inspectors General to make an annual inspection of the provincial districts allotted to superintendence of each. The first tour of inspection has been already made, the purport of which was to report to the Board, “The number of bays, harbours, and creeks, in each of the minor districts or stations comprehended within their respective provincial districts; together with the number of fishing vessels belong​ing to each harbour, bay, and creek, their description, tonnage, number of men, and in what fishery employed ; what market is supplied from each harbour, bay, or creek, with fish ; the state of the roads to such market; whether fish are exported salt or fresh, and to what place; and the name of the head​lands or points by which such harbour, &c. is formed, and whether natural or constructed. Also, a description of the islands in each minor district, whether inhabited, and how the inhabitants support themselves; whether any vessels not Irish come into the district to fish, and from whence ; their de​scription and mode of fishing ; also, such further information under the head of general observations, as may be useful for the Board to know." From this regulation the Commissioners expect to acquire not only a general knowledge of the annual state and progress of the Fisheries of Ireland, but a parti​cular knowledge of their advancement in each subdivision or station, over which a local inspector is placed.

Survey of the Coasts by an Engineer.
The Commissioners being also of opinion that a general survey of the coasts of Ireland would essentially contribute to the advancement of the object of their guardianship, were induced to apply to the Lord Lieutenant to appoint an engineer for that purpose, with instructions to make "a general survey of the coasts of Ireland; to report the state of the harbours or places of shelter along the coast, the most advantageous sites for fishing stations, and the most useful lines for communication between the principal harbours and interior of the country, through the mountainous districts." And his Excel​lency being pleased to accede to such application, an engineer was appointed accordingly, who is now engaged in the execution of that duty, and from whose report, when the survey is completed, the Com​missioners hope to derive such useful information as will greatly assist their future proceedings. A considerable part of this survey has already been effected, comprising an extent of coast reaching from Sligo Bay to the Loch of Belfast, and they expect a still greater portion will be accomplished in the course of the present summer.

Beneficial Results from Employing a Naval Superintendent with the Plumper Gun-brig in Galway Bay
 In consequence of the turbulent disposition manifested by the fishermen residing in many parts of the coasts of this country, and particularly the western coasts, the Commissioners were induced to apply to the Lords of the Admiralty for an armed vessel, pursuant to the 54th section of the 29th Geo. III.,  cap. 109; and their Lordships having appointed his Majesty's gun-brig Plumper, commanded by Lieut. William Hutchinson, for the protection of the Fisheries, her arrival in this country was duly notified to the Board by Rear Admiral Sir Josias Rowley, commanding.. at Cove. The presence of this armed vessel in the Bay of Galway, effectually subdued that turbulent spirit on the part of the fishermen, which had hitherto resisted every effort to suppress it, and the most prosperous Fishery has been the consequence. As a proof of the important benefits derived from the services of this vessel, the Com​missioners. beg leave to introduce into their Report an extract from an address of the Committee of Improvement of the town of Galway, transmitted to them the 23rd February, 1821.
"We, the General Committee of Improvement of the town of Galway, comprising the principal in​habitants of this town and neighbourhood, deeply sensible of the vast importance of the Fishery of the extensive Bay of Galway, beg to convey to your honourable Board, the expressions of general thanks for the protection lately afforded, by the arrival of the Plumper gun-brig, and to lay before you an account of the present situation, the advantages and wants of the Fishery.
“The paramount importance of Galway as a fishing station is readily admitted by a reference to the map; extending,- as this station does, not only through the interior of this bay, within the islands of Arran, but also outside these islands, from Loop Head to Sline Bay, forming a line of coast internally and externally of at least 300 miles, inhabited by numerous tribes of fishermen, who supply the country around with large quantities of fish, and look to Galway as a market for their surplus produce. The principal fishing colony, however, is in the immediate vicinity of the town, and is computed to contain 500 able men and 80 boats.
"These extraordinary advantages, once the source, and at present the chief remains of the former great trade of Galway, have for many years past proved of comparatively small effect, for the want of proper regulations and protection. The principal colony above alluded to, assumed by open violence an arbitrary control over the Fishery, keeping the fish at a monopoly price, to save their own labour and stationing boats full of young men armed with stones and clubs to destroy- the nets and sails, and assault the persons of the most industrious fishermen, who might attempt to produce more fish or at different times or places than those monopolists thought proper. Under such circumstances, no improvement could be expected, no capital embarked in the fishery: it is only surprising how it con​tinued to exist.
"The arrival of the gun-brig has happily changed these scenes ; the fishing has been extensive; and the monopolists finding they could not prevent, as before, the exertions of the more industrious fisher​men, have joined at last in a fair competition, which has produced a supply of fish beyond all expecta​tion. Three hundred boats, containing each from 10,000 to 20,000 Herrings, have each day lined our quays; several vessels have been already laden with Herrings; the extensive population of this town and neighbourhood has been supplied most abundantly with the cheapest food, while all the roads and avenues for forty miles round are crowded with countless hundreds of sotters and cadgers carrying the fish of Galway to the farthest extremity of Ireland, and promoting, through the whole interior, a cir​culation of industry, money and human food, truly astonishing."

Additional Superintendents Desireable.
The Commissioners, however, feel it their duty to state, that a similar disposition to that which has so happily been subdued on the western coasts, still exists in many parts of the northern and southern coasts of Ireland; but the same measures which restored order to the former, will, they make no doubt, also tranquillize the latter, and ultimately subdue that spirit of monopoly and exclusion, which has heretofore rendered unproductive the best fishery stations on the Irish coasts.
In adverting to the benefits resulting from the services of the Plumper gun-brig, the Commissioners cannot pass over in silence the attention so uniformly paid to their wishes by Rear Admiral Sir Josias Rowley, commanding at Cove; the promptitude with which he co-operated in the advancement of any particular object that may conduce to the welfare of a useful and thriving national establishment. 
The Use of Impure Salt Discontinued. 
Antecedent to the present Fishery Establishment, a practice prevailed in the south of Ireland of curing fish with salt which had been previously used in curing beef and pork for export. The fish so cured was consequently of a bad quality, and only marketable from the prevalence of the custom, which rendered any better description of fish almost unknown in that quarter ; but the Commissioners have now  the satisfaction to say, that in consequence of the encouragement held out by the present Fishery Laws, and the enforcement of the regulations contained therein, this practice has been nearly, if not altogether, discontinued, and a considerable quantity of prime fish are now produced for bounty in the south, very little if at all inferior to that which is cured by the fishermen of the eastern coast, (dis​tinguished by the appellation of Rush Ling, &c.,) and so long proverbial in this country for its superior excellence.

Amendments to the Fisheries Acts as to Salt.
The Commissioners deem it expedient to recommend some further amendments to the Acts of the 59th Geo.III.,cap.109; and the 1st of Geo. IV., cap.82, by which, if complied with, much unnecessary delay in the formalities of outward and inward clearance will be done away, and the obstructions under which the Fisheries of this country labour with respect to Irish manufactured salt, removed.

The Commissioners have now the most sanguine hopes, that the beneficial intentions of the Legis​lature, with regard to the Irish Fisheries, will in due time be fully answered, and that Ireland will eventually enjoy not only an abundant supply for the consumption of her own population, but an ex​port trade for the surplus of her fish, for which her resources are fully adequate.

(Signed) 

CHAS. S. HAWTHORNE. 

THOS. M. DONNELL. 


VAL. O'CONNOR.


JOHN 0. VANDELEUR.


EDW. PRESTON.


GEO. HAMILTON.
Irish Fishery Office, Dublin, 29th May, 1821.

The Report for 1821.
Pursuant to the provisions contained in the 46th section of the 59th Geo. 111., cap. 109, the Com​missioners of Irish Fisheries present to the Honorable the Commons of Great Britain and Ireland, in Parliament assembled, the following Report of their Proceedings for the year ending the 5th of April. 1822, being the Fishery of 1821.

Progress Made in the Coast Survey.
The Commissioners beg leave, in the first instance, to advert to that part of their last year's Report, wherein they expressed it as their opinion, that a general survey of the coasts of Ireland would mate​rially contribute to the welfare and extension of its Fisheries, "by pointing out such places of shelter along the coast as would form the most advantageous sites for fishing stations, and also by marking out such useful lines of communication as would facilitate the intercourse between those stations and the interior of the country through the mountainous districts."
During the season of 1820, a considerable progress was made in this survey, and in the ensuing season of 1821, a farther progress was effected ; the whole embracing, an extent of coast reaching from Sligo Bay to Dublin, including within its range the northern, and nearly one half of the eastern divisions of Ireland; and the Commissioners have every reasonable expectation that the benefits aris​ing from this survey, when completed and published, will not be confined to the national object over which they preside, but will extend to the commercial interests of the country, and the internal improvement of vast tracts, which, from local causes likely (as is presumed) to be removed by the survey in question, still continue in their original state of uncultivated wildness.
The Commissioners conceive it will not be irrelevant to the subject which constitutes this immediate part of their Report, to introduce at, extract from the Report of a Committee of the Royal Dublin So​ciety, to whom were referred the statistical surveys of this country, together with Mr. Frazer's very able publication on its Fisheries. "Your Committee entertain, in common with the Society, the most sanguine hopes that great advantages will result from the useful undertaking of the Board of Fisheries, in having surveys and plans and estimates made at all the fishing stations along the whole coast of Ireland. Your Committee is of opinion, that with a view of selecting plans for commencing new harbours, it would be an object of the greatest importance that the Royal Dublin Society should aid the exertions of the Board of Fisheries, by a statistical survey of the coast, particularly in the vicinage of the places where harbour charts have been directed to be made by that Board, and where harbours have been already completed, or are commencing by their order."
Want of Harbours for Fishing Boats 
On the extensive range of coast already surveyed lie numerous creeks and bays, which abound in the season with shoals of the finest Herrings; but from the want of places of shelter, either naturally or artificially constructed, so as to afford protection to suitable craft, that Fisheries have not been prose​cuted with that decree of successful exertion, of which they may be made so fully capable.
Proposal to apply the whole or Part of Their Annual Grant in Erecting Piers and Breakwaters.
The removal, however, of those difficulties, the Commissioners hope in time to effect by the adop​tion of a measure which has engrossed much of their serious consideration, and which they are inclined to think will, when carried into effect, produce the most beneficial result,. By the 66th section of the Act already recited, an annual grant of £5000 is vested in them, "under such orders, rules, regula​tions and directions, as they shall from time to time think fit to make for that purpose." And after nearly three years' experience, they are induced to believe that the encouragement and consequent
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advancement of the Coast Fisheries of Ireland, could not be more promptly or effectually promoted, than by applying the grant, in question, or such portion of it as they no judge expedient, it the erection of small piers and breakwaters on such parts of the coast. as are at present without any protection of this nature, (but where at the same time some of the finest fishing stations are situated,) and in this belief they are strengthened by the reports of their officers and the engineer employed in the prosecution of the survey in question.

Moiety Contributions by Landowners.
It will, however, be necessary to observe, that in the adoption of a measure so well calculated, in their opinion, to promote the Coast Fisheries of this country, the Commissioners have held in view the expediency of accomplishing the same, at terms as advantageous to the public as possible. They have consequently deemed it but reasonable to look for a certain proportion of the expense, likely to be incurred in the erection of such piers, to the landholders and inhabitants of the place, whose local interests may be more or less connected with the project about to be executed ; and in this expectation they have not been altogether disappointed.

Contributions in Labour and Materials to be equivalent to Money.
In adopting, however, this principle, the Commissioners have judged it expedient to render the terms, on which contributions for this purpose shall be accepted, as easy to the individuals interested as possible, and therefore have passed a resolution, "that, in the application of aid by the Board for the execution of piers, a contribution of labour and materials on the spot, under a detailed report from the engineer, be deemed equivalent in the same proportion as if money were advanced by the proprietors or adjoining landholders, and that the Board cannot make any advances of money except under special circumstances duly certified, and under such checks as the Board may deem front time is time expedient."
The Commissioners therefore hope, that under the facilities afforded by the foregoing resolution, the improvement of some of the best fishing stations will shortly follow, and consequently a share of the population of the sea coasts find a more ample and profitable field for the exercise of their industry.

Increase in Vessels fitted out for Tonnage Bounty.
The increased number of vessels that cleared out on the open sea Herring Fishery this season, under the 1st  Geo. IV., cap. 82, has added considerably to the item of expenditure under tire head of Tonnage Bounty ; and although their success may not at first view appear to make a return equivalent to the expense incurred, yet the results of their industry, when taken with reference to the entire year, will justify a different conclusion. The expense of outfit to a vessel clearing out for the Herring Fishery on tonnage bounty, has often exceeded the joint sum arising from the bounty on the tonnage, and the sale of the fish caught and cured ; but, nevertheless, this bounty, when obtained by a faithful prosecution of the voyage, will, if not entirely, at least so far discharge the expense of such outfit, as to enable the vessel (by affording the means of providing her with suitable apparatus) to prosecute the fishery for the remainder of the year, unrestricted by the conditions requisite to be observed for the performance of her tonnage bounty voyage. Many of those vessels proceeded to different parts of the coast where the Herring Fishery was most abundant, and returned after a short period to the principal ports of the country, with cargoes of well-cured Herrings in bulk, (on which no bounty is claimable,) thereby affording a considerable supply of cheap and wholesome food to an extensive population, whose habits and limited means have rendered this species of food their chief subsistence for no small portion of the year.
To illustrate this by a more detailed statement, the Commissioners beg leave to observe, that the wherries of the eastern coast (a species of vessel particularly well fitted for the Fisheries at this country, in consequence of their ability to stand the sea in the most trying weather) prepare for the open sea Herring Fishery about the middle of May, and by the first or second week in June are provided with their due quantity of salt, barrels, netting, and men, as required by the 1st Geo. IV., cap. 82. 
A wherry thus supplied, and inspected by the Officer of Fisheries, proceeds without further delay on her voyage, and is generally four months before she can accomplish the same, conformable to the conditions required by the Act already quoted, allowing a reasonable portion of time for all the delays and casualties incident, to bad weather.

 Loss by Fishing for the Tonnage Bounty made good by using the fishing gear subsequently in taking herrings to cure in bulk, not entitled to Bounty 
After her voyage is completed, and her claim to bounty duly considered and admitted, she then prepares for the winter fishery, unrestricted by the conditions imposed on her in the former instance, and proceeds to the north-western coast of Ireland, where the Herring Fishery (as was particularly the case last winter,) proves generally abundant. Being well supplied with salt, and suitable fishing gear, the expense of which was discharged by the bounty previously earned on her tonnage, her success is seldom considered as doubtful. Twenty of those wherries, from the ports of Skerries, Rush, and Bal​briggan, in the district of Dublin, succeeded in making up nearly full cargoes of herrings in bulk, and disposed of the same in the different markets between Newry and Youghal. Twelve of the cargoes in question were sold in Dublin at the average price of 2s. British per hundred, and the fish in every instance well cured.

Proceeds of Fish Taken on the East Coast not sufficient to defray Outfit and Current Expenses.
To prosecute the fisheries on  the eastern coast of Ireland, where the metropolis and a great mass of the  population of the country are situated, vessels of a larger description and tonnage than those used on other parts of the coast are found indispensible. This necessity arises from the remoteness of nine fishing banks, which cannot with safety or effect be visited by vessels of a smaller description.
The outfit attendant on such vessels, as also the current expenses requisite for their annual support, must be partly defrayed by other assistance than that which is usually supplied from the produce of their labours  and without some extra aid of this nature, the fishing off that important part of the coast must, in a measure be abandoned as inadequate to the expense, and consequently its market, but scantily supplied with a species of food (particularly white fish,) which constitutes no inconsiderable portion of the subsistence of their population.

Increased Supply of Dried Ling, Cod &c. and Decrease in Vessels Fishing.
By a reference to the corresponding Appendix of the last and the present season., it will be perceived that the vessels which cleared out on the White Fishery in the season of 1820, considerably exceeded in number those which prosecuted the same species of fishery in 1821; but it will, at the same time, he seen that the gross quantity of fish cured in the latter instance far exceeded that which was produced by the greater number of vessels in the preceding year. This, however, can be readily explained. When the present fishery laws came into operation in 1820, it was erroneously supposed by those who had hitherto pursued that mode of life under the former Acts, that if the mere forms of outward and inward clearance were complied with, and in certain period of time suffered to elapse, the bounty on the tonnage would necessarily follow as a matter of legal, if not of just right. Under this impression, the number of vessels that embarked in the White Fishery in 1820 was very considerable; but when their claims to the bounty became in due course a matter for the consideration of the Com​missioners, it appeared in many instances that the exertions to earn it were inadequate to the remuneration.
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claimed; and consequently the Commissioners deemed it a duty imperative on them to reject those claims altogether, in some cases, and allow them in others to but a limited extent; and finally to declare it as their determination, that in no future instance would similar claims be allowed, unless fairly earned by a due share of diligence and exertion.
The salutary result of this decision on the part of the Commissioners may be found verified in the following comparative statement of the number of vessels engaged in the White Flattery of 1820 and 1821, as considered with reference to the product of their exertions. In the season of 1820, the number of vessels then engaged amounted to 119; their tonnage 4,259 tons; the aggregate quantity of dried fish produced by them for bounty was 6,762 cwts. or 338 tons 2 cwt.
In the subsequent season of 1821, the number of vessels similarly engaged was 79, their tonnage 2,745 tens; the aggregate quantity of dried fish produced by them for bounty was 8,198 cwts. or 409 tons 18 cwt. It will thus be seen that only two-thirds of the tonnage which was employed in the Fisheries in 1820, produced in 1821 nearly 72 tens more of fish entitled to bounty.
It is also worthy of remark, that, in addition to the amount of white fish cured for bounty in l821, a quantity of other fish on which the law does not allow bounty, amounting to upwards of eighty tons was cured by the vessels of the eastern district, and proved of the greatest use to the poor of the neighbourhood. The Commissioners, therefore, entertain every reasonable hope, that the good effect of the additional exertions, enforced by the strictness of their regulations on this occasion, will still farther appear he the product of the season now commenced.
With regard to the quantity of white fish cured this season for the production bounty, (that is, for the bounty of 4s. per cwt. on the production of such white fish as was caught and cured by other craft than those engaged in the tonnage bounty fishery,) the same favourable representation can be made. The total amount cured under this head in 1820, was 548 tons 13 cwt. The total amount cured under the same head, in 1821, was 724 tons 11 cwt., being an increase over the last season of nearly 176 tons. From this statement, it will appear that the aggregate of the increase or excess of the pre- sent over the preceding year, when considered with reference to both the tonnage and production bounty fisheries, amounts to nearly 248 tons weight of dried fish.

Increased Supply of Cured Herrings.
The Commissioners have likewise the satisfaction to state, that in the Herring Fishery, prosecuted 
 for the bounty of 4s. and 3s. 6d, per barrel, there has also been an increase over the last season of 
2000 barrels; but, as the process of curing Herrings for the barrel bounty requires a portion of capital which has not as yet found its way into the Irish Fisheries, the quantity of Herrings thus cured bore but a small proportion to that which was cured in bulk; the expense being in the latter instance considerably less to the curer, and consequently the price to the consumer in proportion.

Exportation of Fish 
The Commissioners have the further gratification to state, that the exportation Appendixes, annexed, to this Report, will be found to contain three entries which, though inconsiderable in point of quantity, are nevertheless important in one respect, as being the first instance of exportation since the enactment of the Fishery Laws, in 1819 and 1820; 400 barrels of Herrings, 21 tons 14 cwt. of dried fish, and 4 barrels pickled fish, constitute the entries alluded to. 
Fish Oil Obtained.
The Commissioners had entertained the hope that the quantity of oil extracted from the fish caught on the coasts of Ireland, would have proved more considerable than the Appendix under that head
represents it to be. They have, however, the satisfaction to find, that if their expectations in this particular have not been realised, the cause cannot be imputed to any want of industry or exertion on the part of those who chiefly followed that species of fishery, but to the severity of the season, which prevented them, by almost continued storm, from prosecuting it with any degree of uniform diligence.

The Sunfish. 
The oil chiefly manufactured in the Irish Fisheries is extracted from the Sunfish which visits the western and north-western coasts of Ireland at certain periods and in considerable numbers. The quality of the oil, thus manufactured, has been latterly so much improved (owing in a certain degree to the encouragement given by the bounty of £.3 per ton, under the 59th Geo. III., cap. 109,) as to procure for it, in the estimation of many, a preference to the spermaceti oil, (particularly on all occasions connected with domestic purposes,) while the cost to the consumer is one third less than the latter. The Commissioners, however, have the satisfaction to see, that notwithstanding the obstacles created by the severity of the weather, the quality, of oil produced for bounty this season, has more than doubled that which was produced in the preceding season.


Amendments to the Laws Required.
The Commissioners have still to regret the continuance of that disposition to resist the Fishery laws
on many parts of the coasts of Ireland, of which they have made mention in their last year's Report. They have consequently considered it their duty to recommend such farther amendments to the pre​sent Acts, as will give due edict to their efforts to suppress it. Those amendments are likewise meant to embrace other points which they also consider as calculated to promote the welfare of the Fisheries; and they trust that the whole will in due time be brought under a well regulated system, which, from the difficulty of eradicating long established prejudices, they could not expect to accomplish at once in an institution of such recent formation as that which constitutes the object of their care and protec​tion.

 Boats and Men Engaged in the Fisheries 
From the returns made by the officers of the number of vessels, boats, and men, registered in the Irish Fisheries, and uniformly engaged in the occupation of fishing, the Commissioners have been enabled to add an Appendix to this year's Report, exhibiting the result' of those returns. By a refer​ence thereto, it will be seen that the number of men who almost exclusively follow that mode of life, amounts to upwards of 39,000 belonging to craft already registered in the officers' books ; while those belonging to the craft still unregistered would (there is reason to believe) add considerably to the number.
The Commissioners cannot conclude their observations on this particular head, without stating an important fact, which they consider as strongly illustrative of the progressive improvement of the Irish Fisheries; namely; that in the western district of Ireland alone, the increased number of men engaged in the Fisheries this present year over the preceding one; amounts to upwards of 1,500.
In the Appendix last mentioned, containing a statement of that portion of the physical strength of the country, which appears at present engaged in  its  Fisheries, the Commissioners have not taken into the account the number of persons occupied in the manufacture of netting, cordage, and other branches of trade connected with fishery pursuits; they can only, for the present, generally state their numbers as very considerable, but they expect to be enabled to give, in their next year's Report, a more detailed account of those particular points, embracing both an accurate and gratifying proof of the increasing in​dustry of the maritime population of Ireland.

Registration of Boats 
The difficulty of enforcing the provisions of the Act, relative to the registry of fishing boats has been found too obstinate for immediate removal, and therefore can only be surmounted gradually as
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the benefits of the fishery laws are found to extend themselves. This difficulty arises partly fm the wildness of many tracts of the sea coast, through which no roads of communication have as yet formed, and partly from the prejudices of the people against any arrangement which tends to subvert old habits It becomes, however, a pleasing duty to state, that those prejudices so obstinately adhered to in some places, have been subdued to a great degree in others, particularly in some of the minor districts of the south of Ireland, where the white fishery has experienced a rapid extension, which has more than doubled the duties of the fishery officers stationed there, and where the improvement in the mode of curing that species of fish is not less remarkable.

Tranquil state of the coast population

The Commissioners conceive it their duty to state another important fact in proof of the effect produced by the progressive extension of the Fisheries in promoting peaceable and industrious habits; namely, that during the period of the lawless proceedings which recently agitated the greater portion of the south of Ireland, the line of the sea coast where the Fisheries were prosecuted remained in perfect tranquility.

(Signed)

CHAS. S. HAWTHORNE. 

EDW. PRESTON


GEO. HAMILTON.


HENRY R. PAINE.


A. A. HELY HUTCHINSON.

Irish Fishery Office, Dublin, 9th May, 1822.
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Report for 1822
The Commissioners of Irish Fisheries present to the Honourable the Knights, Citizens, and Bur​gesses, in Parliament assembled, the following report of their proceedings for the year ended the 5th of April, 1823, being the Fishery of 1822.

Moiety Contributions for Fishery Harbours

The Commissioners have, in the first instance, to advert to that part of their last year's Report, touching the erection of small Piers, for the protection of the fishery craft, on those parts of the coasts of Ireland, where Herrings appear in the proper season in great abundance; but where want of security against the weather has hitherto counteracted the advantages that would otherwise have re​sulted from a spirited prosecution of the Fisheries there. The conditions, however, exacted by the Board for assisting in the erection of such works were, from various causes, but slowly acceded to; for, under a conviction that individual and local interests must be thereby materially benefited, the Com​missioners conceived it their duty to furnish but a moiety of the expense attending their construction, and in no instance to depart from a strict adherence to that principle.

Harbours Erected to Afford Employment during the Famine of 1822
On the commencement of the distresses, which during the summer of 1822, reduced the people of
the southern and western districts of Ireland, to a state of unparallelled misery, the Commissioners felt that such a period would be the most eligible for carrying their plans of safety harbours into effect, so  far at least as regarded the districts in question. Could their construction be followed up consistently with the principle laid down by the Board, (of only furnishing half the estimated expense,) a double benefit would result from their immediate-commencement ; namely, the extension of the Fisheries, by affording protection to suitable craft, and a supply of food to a large mass of starving population, through the medium of labour. A special meeting of the Board, for the attainment of this object, took place accordingly ; and the expediency was unanimously acquiesced in : " Of taking effectual steps towards immediately carrying into progress the erection of such piers as had been applied for or recommended by the engineer on the western and southern coasts of Ireland, as a measure that, if promptly adopted, would materially assist the peasantry of those places in a period of such extreme distress."
The intentions of the Board being communicated to the charitable committees, then established in Dublin, a ready compliance was evinced on the part of the gentlemen composing them, to co-operate in the execution of works so well calculated to combine the twofold advantages of national and perma​nent improvement, and the immediate relief of a great portion of that local distress, the removal of which it was the immediate object of those gentlemen to attend to.
The better therefore to give effect to the proposed measure, directions were issued to the engineer, " To furnish gross estimates of the expenses likely to be incurred in the erection of such small piers on the south and west of Ireland, where small sums so applied would. be useful ; and to have the same ready for consideration with the least possible delay."

Twelve Sites for Harbours selected. The Expense Defrayed by the Dublin Relief Funds and the Fishery Board.
A list or statement, consisting of thirty-four works of this nature, being accordingly furnished, copies were transmitted to the Commissioners for Relief of the Distressed Poor, sitting at the Castle, and to the Committee of Management, assembled at the Mansion House. Twelve were selected by those Committees from the list or statement before mentioned, the gross estimates of which amounted to £5,095, of which sum the foregoing Committees contributed each one-fourth, while the Board of Fisheries supplied the remainder from the funds vested in them for the encouragement and extension of the coast Fisheries of Ireland, by the Act under which they are constituted.
As the conditions on which those contributions were granted, were "an immediate commencement of the works," it became imperative on the Board to decide promptly on the expediency of either direct​ing their immediate commencement, by days work, or relinquishing for the present the principle of executing works by contract, which must necessarily be attended with delay. By the adoption of the former, the Board conceived their objects for the promotion of the Fisheries would be equally well for​warded, and at the same time would best accord with the views of the contributing Committees, and accordingly issued directions to their engineer, to "cause the execution of the twelve selected piers, to be forthwith commenced, and prosecuted with the utmost vigour, according to the plans and specifica​tions furnished by him, either by days work or agreement,(if it should be in his power to conclude agreements for the same,) taking at -die same time especial care, that in either case the expense should not exceed the amount estimated by him for each of those piers, and acquiesced in by the contributing Committees."

Twenty two additional harbours commenced with funds supplied by the London Relief Committee, the Government Commissioners and the Fishery Board.
 But as the number of works now directed to be put in progress constituted little more than one-third part of those which could be beneficially erected on the coasts of the distressed districts, The Commissioners conceived it their duty to make further efforts towards the accomplishment of the remainder. They accordingly proffered their co-operation to the London Committee for relief of Irish distress; and the result was, a liberal grant of £2000, which, with a similar grant from the Commissioners of Relief at the Castle, enabled the Board to direct forthwith the execution of twenty-two additional works on the western and southern coasts of Ireland, where the distress chiefly prevailed; the gross estimates of which amounted to £8000; the residue of this sum being supplied from the funds before mentioned, for the encouragement of the coast Fisheries of Ireland.
Besides the temporary advantages derived from the construction of those works, during a period of 
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unprecedented distress ; the Commissioners have the strongest assurances, that the benefit arising from them in other respects, will be promptly felt, permanent in their effects, and embrace other points of national welfare besides that of the Fisheries.

Prospective Advantages to be Derived from the New Harbours
In justification of those expectations, the Commissioners beg leave to introduce some facts extracted from the report of Mr. W. H. King, their Inspector General for the Western Provincial District, on concluding his annual tour of inspection in November 1822.
In speaking of the district of Westport, (one of the minor districts within his provincial survey, comprehending the coasts of Mayo,) he states, that he has visited the whole of the piers constructing within the western district, the great utility of which he feels the most sanguine expectations of de​monstrating to the Board in his next year's Report, by showing the considerable cure of fish that will result therefrom.
In speaking of the Galway district, (another of the minor districts within his provincial survey, and comprehending the coasts of that county,) he re-asserts his confidence of a vast increase to the Fishery of that district, as necessarily resulting from the facilities likely to be afforded by the different piers now constructing on that hitherto neglected coast, the sites of which have been so judiciously chosen by Mr. Nimmo the engineer. Thirteen of those piers he says are at present in progress in that district, each of which he has visited and examined; and conceives that those of Roundstone, Greatman's Bay, and Costello, will be of the most essential service.
Speaking of the piers erecting on the coast of Clare, comprehended within the Fishery of Kilrush, he says — I feel much satisfaction in stating, that the district of Kilrush seems likely to be much im​proved in its Fisheries, as will be seen by the increased number of boats registered with the Inspector of that district, which proves how much the minds of the inhabitants are directed to the Fisheries of that coast. This is solely attributable to the piers which the Board are constructing on those hereto​fore inaccessible shores, and which abound with a most ample supply of white fish, as is fully demon​strated from the quantity caught by the curraghs, the only species of boat which could be used here​tofore on those coasts with safety. I may therefore with truth assert, that the piers at Liscanor, Seafield, and Doonbeg, all of which are in a considerable state of progress, will not only be of the most material advantage to the Fishery, but will be equally so to the agricultural interests of that county, a great portion of the produce of which has been converted (from the difficulties of land carriage) into illicit spirits, much to the injury of the revenue. If the pier at Liscanor is completed so as to admit vessels even of small draught of water, the evil above alluded to would in a great degree be remedied, by enabling the inhabitants to ship the produce of their land, as also their fish, for the most advantageous markets. The want of such a pier, I am fully convinced, is the cause of that coast having been so much neglected, as there was not a single harbour from Blackhead to Loophead by which the fishing craft could be protected. This evil will in a great degree be remedied by the com​pletion of this pier; and I have every reason to hope that curing-houses for white fish will be esta​blished on that coast by some merchants who seem disposed to embark in the Fisheries."

 Further Contribution of £5000 from the London Relief Committee, for a Fishery Loan Fund.
The Commissioners cannot in justice omit so fair an opportunity as this Report offers, of acknow​ledging the liberal and prompt assistance they received from the different charitable committees before mentioned, upon every occasion where the mutual co-operation of both parties could more effectually promote the objects of their respective guardianship, by combining the relief of a numerous and starv​ing peasantry with the execution of works, national, permanent and conducing to beneficial conse​quences. To the London Committee they stand particularly indebted, not only for their liberal grant in aid of the construction of safety harbours as before mentioned, but for a subsequent grant of £5000, vested by them in this Board, in order (as their resolution expresses it,) "to be strictly and exclu​sively applied in assisting the poor fishermen on the coast of the distressed districts ; and, as far as it is possible so to do, in a fair proportion to be applied in the way of loans, repayable  so as to become reproductive, and annually applicable in the manner above stated."
The Board have consequently taken measures for bringing this fund into operation so as to meet the views of the donors, and the assistance it has already afforded the poor fishermen on the western coasts, even at this early period of its application, justifies the hope of its being attended with considerable benefits, as it becomes more extended in its operation.
The Commissioners now beg leave to offer a few observations on the present state of the Fisheries, as compared with the former years ; and they have much satisfaction in being able to shew, from the comparison, a gradual and steady improvement.

Increased Supply of Dried Fish
The gross quantity of dried fish which obtained bounty in the Irish Fisheries this present season, amounted to 1,417 tons 4 cwt. The gross quantity of the same description of fish which obtained bounty in the preceding season, amounted to 1,123 tons 19 cwt.; making an excess, in favour of the present season, of 293 tons 5 cwt. This gradual increase of the white fishery, will, however, be better illustrated by the following comparative statement of each year, since the present enactments came into operation in 1819.









Tons. 
Cwts.

Total quantity of dried fish produced for bounty in the season of 1819, 
(being the first season under the present Fishery Laws)
...
...

40 
11
Total quantity of ditto produced for bounty in the season of 1820, 
(being the second season)

...
...
...
...

887
5
Total quantity of ditto produced for bounty in the season of 1821, 
(being, the third season)
... 





112
19

Total quantity of ditto produced for bounty in the season of 1822, 
(being the fourth and present season)
...
...
...
...
1,417
4
The increase of each season will consequently stand thus:









Tons. Cwt.
Increase of 1820 over the first year
...
....



846
4
Increase of 1821 over  1820
...





236 
13

Increase of 1822 over  1821
...





293
5
The Commissioners have much satisfaction in submitting this statement to the Government and the legislature, as it evinces a steady annual increase in this branch of national industry, which they trust will still appear in a larger proportion, as capital and improved methods of fishing, (when united with the advantages likely to result from the safety harbours now constructing, are gradually introduced into the Fisheries of this country.

Increased Supply of Herring 
With respect to the quantity of Herrings cured for the bounty of 4s. British, per barrel, both by the crews of vessels prosecuting the open sea Fishery, and by fish-curers on shore, the same favourable
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 representations can be made. The total number of barrels produced for bounty, was, in the season of  1819, 1,193; 1820, 7,753; 1821, 9726; 1822, 12,722.
The increase of each season will he found to stand thus - 1820 over the first year, 6,650; 1821 over 1820, 1,923; 1822 over 1821, 2,996.
By this statement it will appear, that an annual, though gradual increase, has taken place in this important branch of the Fisheries since the commencement of the present enactments; and when it is remembered, that the great Herring-falls of Ireland lie off the coasts most unprotected and inaccessible to fishing craft, it justifies the strongest hopes, that when those impediments are removed by  the construction of the works before-mentioned, (and the probable introduction of capital,) the increase in the production of Herrings cured in barrel will every season appear more conspicuous.

Herrings Cured Principally in Bulk, Irish Barrels Being Much Dearer than Scotch.
The quantity of Herrings, however, cured in barrel for the bounty of 4s. British, still continue, to bear but a very small proportion to that which is cured in bulk; and on which the law allows no bounty, if we except an exemption from duty on the salt consumed in the cure thereof. The prevalence of this practice is readily accounted for:- In the first instance, it has been ascertained by testimony, given on oath before the Board, that the cost of barrels, if made in Ireland, would exceed the cost of those made for  British Fisheries in Scotland, by about one-third in price, or a sum tantamount to one-half the bounty; that is, would be virtually a reduction of one-half of the bounty allowed to the barrel of Herrings cured in the Irish Fisheries.
To render this fact clear, it is only necessary to observe, that the amount of bounty at present allowed on Herrings in the British and Irish Fisheries, is 4s. per barrel, British currency. The difference in price between the British and Irish-made barrel may vary from 2s. to 2s. 4d. each, against the Irish curer, being, as was already observed, virtually tantamount to a reduction of one-half his claim; and consequently leaving him in fact but a bounty of 2s. per barrel, while the British curer obtains a bounty of 4s.: — Secondly, much labour and time are consumed in the gutting of Herring barrelled with a view to bounty, and in the particular mode of packing them; all which, added to the expense incurred in the purchase of a supply of barrels, must unavoidably tend to raise the price of the article on the consumer. On the other hand, in the instance of bulk-herrings, the fish are cured in an ungutted state, by which a great portion of labour is saved, and the cost of barrels not incurred. The result is, a considerable reduction in price to the consumer (compared with the price of barrelled Herrings,) together with a facility of sale, arising from the circumstance of their being vended in any quantity, however small, as may best suit the means of the purchaser. To these may be added another reason, not less worthy of remark; namely, that owing to its being for a series of years the prevailing if not the exclusive) mode of treating Herrings in Ireland, considerable skill has been acquired in the operation of curing, and the fish are in consequence well-coloured, of excellent quality, and generally sought after by the poorer description of the population of this country.

Relative Quantities Cured in Barrel and Bulk.
The great disproportion in the quantity of Herrings cured in barrel and bulk, (as taken from the return,) will be better conceived when it is stated, that in one of the districts, named Galway, the quantity of Herrings cured in bulk exceeded what would have been tantamount to nearly 13,500 barrels, while the quantity cured in barrel for bounty amounted to not quite 2,300 barrels. And in an adjoining district (Westport) the quantity cured in bulk was sufficient to constitute nearly 5,500 barrels, while none whatever were cured in barrel for the bounty. It is however to be observed, that under any mode of cure, whether in barrel or bulk, the vigilence and exertions of the fishery officers are requisite; their certificate of inspection and proper curing being indispensible ere any exemption of salt-duty can be allowed the curer. In a district therefore of great extent (even where Herrings are cured in bulk only) the officer's exertions must be of the most active nature; not only for the pur​pose of inspection as aforesaid, but carrying into effect the different provisions of the act for the general regulation of the fisheries of his survey. In the district of Westport, for instance, where no Herrings have as yet been cured in barrel for bounty (owing, perhaps, to the extreme poverty of the people, and consequent want of capital,) there is, nevertheless, an active prosecution, and growing extension of its fisheries, as will appear not only from the quantity of bulk-fish cured there, but from the fact, that 4,000 men and 1,000 boats, large and small, are constantly engaged in them, with every prospect of an annual increase in both instances. This should necessarily be met by a corresponding increase of official exertion. The same observations will apply to other districts, chiefly in the South of Ireland, where the white fishery in particular, is greatly improving, daily extending, and the number of craft and men necessarily increasing.

Five Additional Local Inspectors Required.
Inconsequence of this general increase of the Fisheries, as well as from a belief of its contributing to their still more immediate extension, the Board have decided upon the expediency of dividing some of the fishery districts, which, from their great extent of coast, their growing duties, and their great capabilities, hitherto so little brought into action, required exertions beyond the means of individual efforts to do justice to, at least with a degree of effect suited to the magnitude of the object. The Commissioners have consequently conceived it their duty to follow up this opinion, by requesting His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant may be pleased to appoint five additional inspectors, as necessary for the furtherance of those objects ;and they entertain a lively hope, that his Excellency's sentiments may correspond with the view they have taken of this important subject, by granting the additional assistance solicited.

Difficulty of Obtaining Drawback of Duty on Salt Used in Curing. 
The Commissioners consider it as important to the subject-matter of this report, to offer a few ob​servations on the impediments the Fisheries of Ireland experience from the many forms required by the existing regulations of the Customs Department, ere an exemption of duty on salt used in the cure of fish (as authorized by certain enactments) can be obtained by the curer. The complexity of these forms, independent of other considerations, hereafter to be mentioned, would effectually exclude the poorer description of fish-curers from the benefit of this exemption, as both the nature of such formalities, and the proceedings to be taken for complying with them, are totally beyond the comprehension of the ignorant minds of those for whose relief and improvement this legislative boon, (of ex​emption from salt duty) was chiefly intended. The advantages, therefore, held out in this instance by the fishery enactments, are rendered useless to the greater portion of petty curers; and the result is, a necessity of purchasing their salt in small quantities, subject to the full or duty-paid price ; and to abandon, as an unavoidable alternative, all thought of seeking a repayment of duty, in consequence of forms to them incomprehensible, and therefore impracticable.
How far the Revenue may require those guards, the Commissioners do not presume to determine; but under existing circumstances, when the duty on salt has been reduced in Great Britain to a stand​ard which renders it less valuable in that country than in Ireland, they cannot but express their earnest hopes that these forms, originally intended for the protection of a British duty, (no longer existing)
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and which have so long impeded the operations of the Fisheries in Ireland, will be dispensed with, and a mode more simple and easy of comprehension to the ignorant fish-curers, be adopted in their stead. 
To effect this object has long been a matter of primary consideration to the Board; and, with a view to its attainment, they suggested, in a letter to the Lords of the Treasury, hearing date, the 8th of June, 1822, a modification of the present system, which went to make a distinct allowance on all kinds of fish cured with salt, in the form of a distinct bounty, equal to the amount of duty payable on that quantity of salt, which may be found, from experience, to be a fair allowance for the cure of a certain quantity of fish; giving, however, to the Board a power from time to time to alter and de​termine the quantities of salt in respect of which this bounty was to be allowed. This mode of re​payment the Commissioners were induced to recommend, as one which seemed calculated, from its great simplicity, to relieve the trade from its present tedious and embarrassing process of obtaining drawback, by which it is at present placed beyond the reach of the small curers. Besides, it appeared to the Board that a saving of expense would thereby be created, as the allowances would be made by the officer of fisheries, on his inspection of the fish, with all the checks and guards used in granting the present bounties, and without any additional expense.
But even in the instance, where a small fish-curer may be qualified (from greater intelligence of mind) to go through the forms necessary for obtaining this drawback of duty, he is previously required to enter into bond, imposing on him on heavy a penalty for an infraction of the conditions, as to pre​clude any hope of his procuring the sureties required by the officer of customs for the due execution of such bond. Moreover, this bond must have attached to it a ten shilling stamp, which probably amounts to as large a sum as the quantum of drawback he would be entitled to receive on the small portion of salt his limited means enabled him to purchase. For this charge of ten shillings he receives no subsequent consideration; and, therefore, he feels how nugatory it would be to use the salt with a view to repayment of duty, when the process for obtaining the same would require the previous operation of executing such a bond, and of course subject him to the cost of the stamp, to say nothing or the difficulties of procuring sufficient securities. In consequence of those disadvantages, the petty curer (admitting his ability to comprehend the existing forms) will prefer giving the full or duty-paid price for the quantity of salt he requires, and use the same without view to drawback, as a measure not attended with more expense, and not ultimately requiring any tedious forms, in order to prove the expenditure of it.
In addition to the foregoing impediments towards obtaining a drawback on exemption from salt-duty is the fisheries, may be included one of no less magnitude.; namely, the necessity imposed on the fish-curer, whose residence lies far off, of travelling a distance of from ten to thirty miles, (as the case may he,) for the purpose of making an affidavit of expenditure at the custom-house of his district.

Proposal to Abate the Tonnage Bounty.
The number of vessels prosecuting the open-sea Herring Fishery this season, will be found to ex​ceed the number of those similarly occupied last season. The fish produced in both instances, appears, however, to bear much the same average proportion to the quantity of tonnage engaged ; but as the high bounty granted on the tonnage of vessels pursuing this species of fishery, would, in the opinion of the Board, admit of reduction, they have, consequently, recommended an amendment, so modifying the present act, as will, they conceive, cause a material diminution of expense to the public, and lead to more active and successful exertions on the part of the crews thus occupied.

Increase in Fishermen.
In viewing the Fisheries of Ireland as a source or nursery for supplying the naval strength of the empire, the Commissioners have the satisfaction of submitting to the Government and Legislature the most gratifying representation. By a reference to their last year's Report., it will be found, that the number of seamen ascertained to he engaged in the fisheries, and who chiefly, if not entirely, fol​lowed that occupation, amounted to upwards of 36,000. By a reference to the Appendix annexed to this Report, the number will be found to amount to 44,892; being an increase in favour of the present season of more than 8,700 men.
Progress of the Coast Survey.
The Commissioners have now to state such further proceedings as they have taken during the present season, for the purpose of carrying into effect the coast-survey of Ireland, of which their former Reports have made mention. The motives that originally led to the adoption of this undertaking, as well as the probable benefits likely to result from it, have been already set forth in the Reports of the Commissioners alluded to. The principal expense connected with the execution of this measure, lay in the necessity of having a surveying cutter in attendance on the engineer, his operations being chiefly, if not entirely, required on the water. The uncertainty of procuring one for hire suitable to this purpose, added to the probability of its being attended with some saving in point of expense, induced the Board to treat for the purchase of a small cutter, which had been already employed in the execu​tion of the survey, and approved of by the Engineer, as being well adapted to that object. On taking into consideration the average annual cost attendant on the services of this vessel, the Commissioners were disposed to believe, that by treating for the purchase with the proprietor, and thus taking her altogether into the service of this establishment, no additional cost would be incurred to the public, and much uncertainty would he avoided whenever the approaching season would admit of the occa​sional prosecution of the survey.

Purchase of a Cutter for the Survey.
They accordingly agreed with the proprietor for the sum of :£1,203 in full payment of original cost, a thorough repair, and of all expenses of what nature soever for the vessel and crew, which he considered himself entitled to in right of the services of said vessel, from the commence​ment of the survey in 1820, to the 1st of January, 1823.

Piers on the Coast of Clare.
The cutter having been refitted in the early part of the year, was proceeding with the examination of the Eastern coast, and the fishing-grounds adjoining, when a strong and pressing appeal to the Board induced them to send their engineer to the Coast of Clare, its order to ascertain how far any operations, conducive to the welfare of the fisheries, could be made, to contribute to the relief of the distress then threatening that quarter. In consequence of his reports, and the co-operation of the charitable associations already mentioned, the Board decided on the expediency of interrupting the regular progress of the survey of the eastern coast, and to transfer the whole establishment to the west of Ireland, so as at once to enable their engineer to prosecute the general survey, and facilitate and superintend the construction of the various works they had agreed to execute for the improvement of the Coast Fisheries. The cutter was accordingly despatched with such tools as could be promptly procured, to the western coast, where she continued actively employed in conveying the accessory implements from place to place, and distributing them at the several stations pointed out for the erection of piers. The engineer states, that the whole of those piers are either entirely or nearly finished; that several cargoes of Herrings have been already cured and shipped at the pier of Costelloe in the county of Galway and that the pier of Kilbaha, in the county of Clare, though still incomplete had been the means of saving a boat, value £200, and probably the lives of the crew.
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Roads Required from the New Piers to Leading Lines of Communication.
The Commissioners avail themselves of this opportunity of earnestly recommending to the consid​eration of Government, the expediency of directing the attention of their engineers, now employed in the execution of public works, to the advantages to be derived from connecting, by short lines of communication, the piers or safety-harbours now in progress, with the main roads most contiguous thereto. To facilitate the intercourse between the different fishery stations and the interior of the country, through the mountainous districts, would, in the opinion of the Board, be a measure calcu​lated to produce very important results. it would open new markets to the industry of the fisherman, reward his exertions by a quicker and probably more beneficial sale of his fish, and give a general pulse to the fisheries of the principal coasts, that could not fail to expedite and insure their ex​tension.

Attached to this Report are copies of the Engineer's Reports of the Northern and Eastern surveys extending from the Bay of Sligo to Dublin, with the Plans appertaining thereto.

(Signed) 
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Irish Fishery Office, Dublin, 1st May, 1823.

Report For 1823
The Commissioners of the Irish fisheries, pursuant to the statute of the 59th Geo. III., cap 109 present to the Honorable the Knights, Citizens and Burgesses, in Parliament assembled, this Fifth Report of their proceedings for the year ending the 5th of April, 1824, being the Fishery of 1823. 
Bounty on Fish an Impulse to Employment
Before they enter into a detail of the prominent proceedings of the year, the Commissioners have much satisfaction in stating generally, that the Fisheries of Ireland still continue to exhibit a steady annual increase, not more observable in the quantity of fish cured, than in the additional number of men to whom they give employment, subsistence, and profit.
In prefacing their proceedings with this general statement, the Commissioners beg leave to add their conviction, that were it not for the impulse given to a numerous and wretched coast population, by the bounties granted under the present fishery enactments, the value of the Irish Fisheries might have yet remained in obscurity, and the energies of many thousands of the coast population of Ireland have still confined in the same state of inactivity in which the present enactments found them, and from which the bounty system has principally tended to rescue them.

Employment Created Deemed More Important
The Commissioners conceive there can be no stronger proof of the truth of this assertion, than the progressive increase of the number of men annually engaged in the Fisheries of this country. The first satisfactory return of this nature which the Commissioners could obtain, was for the year ending the 5th of April, 1822, when the number so occupied (as will appear by a reference to their Report of that year) were 36,192. In the succeeding year this number was increased to 44,892; and in the present year, of which this Report treats, there will be found a still further increase, giving a total of 49,448. If we add to these the number of persons to whom the Fisheries in other respects give em​ployment in their respective trades of carpenters, ropemakers, salt manufacturers, coopers, importers of pitch, tar, hemp, &c., we shall find them diffusing employment and subsistence in a most extensive and beneficial degree. Such facts, then, coupled with the notorious poverty of the fishermen of Ire​land, are conclusive, in the minds of the Commissioners, as to the necessity of continuing those bounties which, for the short time they have been in operation, have done so much towards advancing the Fisheries of this country, and rendering them ultimately conducive to objects of obvious national importance. The question, therefore, in their opinion, is not as to whether an annual sum of money, disposed of in bounties, should make a productive pecuniary return, but whether money so bestowed as to relieve poverty, promote industry, increase the general supply of food, and furnish a main sup​ply of naval strength, be not a most politic as well as benevolent application of a portion of the public funds, producing moral and political results greatly paramount to any pecuniary consideration. 
Of the great capabilities of the Irish Fisheries, the members who now compose this Board have been long convinced; but the principal impediments which formerly paralized those capabilities, were, first, the extreme poverty of its coast population; and, secondly, the want of some legis​lative encouragement in aid of the feeble efforts of pauperism. To remedy these, the statute of the 59th of Geo. III. was, accordingly enacted, granting bounties on the cure of certain fish, and vesting in Commissioners powers to frame regulations for rendering those bounties effective. The bounties so granted have already excited a spirit of industry fully tantamount to every reasonable expectation; salutary regulations have been framed, orderly conduct has been introduced where only lawless violence before existed, and the Fisheries (as subsequent parts of this Report will prove) have expe​rienced a considerable extension, even on those parts of the coasts where the bounties have not as yet come into operation.
The Commissioners now beg leave to enter into the detail of their principal proceedings within the present year, after which they mean to close their Report with a comparative statement, of the Irish Fisheries, as with reference to each year since their institution in July, 1819, to the year ending the 5th April, 1824.

Application of Annual Funds
 By the 66th section of the 59th of George III., cap. 109, a sum of money, not exceeding £5,000
per annum, was placed at the disposal of the Commissioners, for the encouragement of the coast Fish​eries of Ireland, under such rules and regulations as to them might appear best calculated for the fur​therance of that object.
Conceiving it, however, their duty to await the operation of the present Fishery Acts, before they decided on the precise modes of applying those funds, the Commissioners could not, until after an experience of two seasons, satisfactorily determine on such applications of it as may prove most conducive to the success of their objects.
Having accordingly solicited and obtained from the Lords of the Treasury the arrears of this fund (with the exception of £568 9s. 11d., paid for repairs of poor fishermen's boats which were, for the reasons before stated, suffered to lapse in the years 1819 and 1820,) the Commissioners appointed the earliest convenient period for holding a special meeting, as well to decide finally on the particular modes of application, as to determine on what proportions of that fund should be allocated to each object respectively. The meeting commenced their operations on 8th January last, and continued (with very little intermission) to meet from day to day, until the whole of the fund restored to them by the Lords of the Treasury (together with the fund of 1823) had been set apart to their
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intended purposes, and in such proportions as seemed adapted to the importance of each particular object‑

The allocations were as follows, viz.:—





£     
For the completion of certain piers in the west and south of Ireland, 
already constructed in part







 2,040 
For constructing such new safety harbours on the eastern, western, 
and northern coasts of Ireland, as had been recommended by the 
engineer and principal fishery officers





 7,787 
For building an improved description of hookers, smacks, and yawls 
suitable to the Fisheries, of the southern and south western coasts of 
Ireland, chiefly on the principal of  loan, repayable by instalments, 
and applicable to similar uses..






3,800
For repairing the boats of the eastern province belonging to poor 
fishermen, partly by grant or gift, and partly by loan ; such aid to be 
given, in either instance, in materials at prime cost, and not in money


 800
For encouraging fishing companies on a small scale, in the hope of 
prosecuting the Fisheries on the more remote and poorer parts of 
the coast, and gradually introducing capital therein




 800
Although it would be unreasonable to expect that every point of the coasts of Ireland could have as yet received substantial and obvious advantages from the very short period the existing bounties have been in force, yet the Commissioners have sincere satisfaction in knowing that advantages, not only substantial, but strikingly manifest, have been experienced in many quarters, where but a short period since poverty and lawless violence had existed. These improvements appear to have principally taken place in the southern and western districts.
[Part of Report omitted Here]

Improvement in the Galway Fisheries
With respect to the general improvement of the Fisheries on the Western Coasts of Ireland, where the distresses of 1822 made their principal ravages, the Commissioners have every reason to feel satisfied. In the districts of Westport and Galway particularly, the fisheries have made the most rapid advances, and promise to continue those improvements, if not checked by unexpected impe​diments.
When the first returns were made to the Board, of the number of boats and men engaged in the Fisheries of Ireland, for the season of 1821, those from the Westport district were 880 boats, and 3,607 men; but no satisfactory return of the fish cured in bulk. In the succeeding season of 1822, the returns from the same district were, 1,001 boats, (being an increase of 115) 4,010 men, (being an increase of 403;) and a quantity of herrings cured in bulk, nearly tantamount to 5,500 barrels. In the present season, of which this Report treats, the returns from that district are, 1,245 boats, (being an increase of 241;) 4,971 men, (being an increase of 961;) and a quantity of Herrings cured in bulk, nearly equal to 10,500 barrels, (being an increase of 5,000 barrels.)
It would, indeed, be an ungrateful return towards that most charitable body, the London Tavern Committee, if the Board of Irish Fisheries passed by an opportunity (but particularly one so important) of joining their portion of gratitude to the general feeling of their countrymen, towards that munificent body. Through the medium of their exclusive liberality, a fund has been established in that district for the repairs of poor fishermen's boats, on the principle of loan, annually reproductive and applicable to the same object. In order, however, to render this fund reproductive, security for the repayment was quite essential. This at first created some impediment to any immediate benefit from the fund, but the general integrity of the fishermen gradually induced their landlords and others to step forward in their behalf, and the result is, that from the period the fund came fairly onto opera​tion, (about twelve or thirteen months since,) to the present day, there were nearly 450 boats repaired, at an average cost of about £2 12s. each, probably because the aid solicited was not given in any in​stance in money, but in materials, at prime cost. 
With respect to the district of Galway, (which, with the Westport district, nearly embraces the whole of the western coast of Ireland) the Commissioners have the satisfaction to find that improvements even beyond their expectations have been experienced in that important station since the last season. Galway is the only district, as yet, on the western coast of Ireland, into which the bounties have found their way, and the results may be estimated by the following comparative statement of its fisheries, since the present enactments came into operation. In the first season of 1819, (the first
[Remainder of Report Omitted Here]
Report for 1825, omitted here
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Report for 1826[ Extracts Only]
In order to promote a more active and profitable prosecution of the fisheries throughout the whole of the coast of Ireland, the Commissioners resolved to minutely revise the state of their funds, to disappropriate all unclaimed grants, to ascertain what portion of these funds had accumulated under the 66th section of the Act of the 59th of Geo. III.  cap.109 (which authorised them to apply the money in any way they considered best calculated to encourage and promote the coast fisheries), and what portion of them had accrued since the passing of the Act of the 5th of Geo. IV. cap. 64 which restricted the application of all future grants to two specific objects, namely, the erection and repair of piers and quays, and the repair of poor fishermen’s boats.
[Part omitted]

Coast Survey
The Coast Survey, adverted to in the former Reports of the Commissioners, has not been resumed, but the last report of Alexander Nimmo, the civil engineer employed in this service, will be found annexed.

Mr Donnell’s Coast Tour
The fishery piers which have already been erected, as well as those which are now in progress on various parts of the coast of Ireland , have also engrossed much of the Commissioners attention. Mr James Donnell, the engineer employed (as occasion may require) in this particular service, was directed to make a tour of inspection around the coast, and furnish the Commissioners with a report on the present state of those works as also with his suggestions on the measures he considered either necessary for their repairs or calculated for their improvement. This report, which is hereto annexed, has greatly facilitated the arrangements formed by the Commissioners for the furtherance of these objects and measures were accordingly taken for their accomplishment through the medium of the public papers.
[Part omitted]

The Report for 1827 [Extracts only]
Loans Made
Loans Made In support of those expectations, they beg to present the following detailed statement of the nature and extent of the relief afforded by it in each of the local districts, comprehending altogether the whole of the coast of Ireland.
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Kilrush, Co. Clare—The total number of boats repaired or supplied with fishery ma​terials in this district, was twenty, at an average cost of £2 8s.  for each boat repaired or supplied  The total cost is £48. 8s
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APPENDIX XVII
MR NIMMOS COAST SURVEY OF IRELAND MADE FOR THE LATE COMMISSIONERS OF FISHERIES
[EXTRACT relating to Clare. This report is undated but appears to have been prepared over about 5 years to 1825. It deals in detail, with the northern counties and scantily with Clare.]
CO. CLARE.

Burrin Quay
Within Aghnish, an inlet runs up four miles to Currenroe bridge and tide mill; the mouth is narrow, about two hundred yards wide; the interior lagoon has some good Oyster-beds; the title ebbs at the entrance of this inlet with considerable force, forming a channel of two and a-half fathoms deep, but without is a bar of nine feet only; the upper part of the inlet is shallow. 
This is a favourite bathing-place, and there is a considerable population, especially in summer. At the entrance of the inlet, on the south side, two attempts have been made to build a quay, the village was also named New Quay; but both of them are in ruins. Indeed I doubt. if ever they were of any use. This place was selected by the deputation in 1822 for a small quay., and £250 appropriated to it. I laid out the works in the vicinity of the innermost of the old jetties, and left a workman there who had been employed at Killough Harbour, who began it very substantially in hewn limestone, and pro​ceeded some time by day labour; the funds, however, were inadequate, and though some aid was obtained from the public, the work was suspended for a season or so, and ultimately finished by contract.
The quay is now neatly built in hewn limestone, one hundred and five feet along shore, with a return
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of seventy-two feet for boats, and jetty pier-head of seventy feet, extending to low water, with a good parapet. This pier is fifteen feet high, and admits coasting vessels. A great deal of business is done here in shipping corn, landing turf, and also in the Fisheries ; a packet sails regularly in summer to Galway and some good houses have been built at the quay ; the wharf is commonly filled with craft.

Ballyvaughan Bay 
From the bar of Burrin Quay the coast is a limestone cliff into Ballyvaughan Bay ; the greater part of this bay is shallow, and only fit for boats, and a small quay for their use was built there many years ago ; it is hardly worthy of much improvement.
The eastern part of the bay runs up by a narrow channel to the lagoon of Pooldoody, in which boats are completely land-locked; this lagoon or pool contains an extensive and celebrated Oyster Bed.

Pooldoody 
Beyond Ballyvaughan the shore becomes steep, rising at length into the lofty limestone cliffs of Blackhead, As deep water is nearer the shore here than at any part of Galway Bay, and that great ships may ride close to the land, a small landing jetty somewhere about Glanina Castle would appear a very useful work, and could be made  for about £200.

Glanina
Beyond Blackhead the coast of Clare affords no opportunity of constructing a place of shelter for several miles. The interior consists chiefly of hills of limestone, much of it naked, with singular crags and ravines. The inhabitants are few; the whole barony of Burrin containing less than eight thousand persons.

APPENDIX, No, XVIII.

REPORT of Mr. Donnell, , Inspector of Harbours to the Commissioners of the Irish Fisheries, on the State of the Piers and Landing Quays upon the Coast of Ireland, towards the construction of which, aid had been granted out of the Funds for the encouragement of the Fisheries—also, on Sites for new Piers and Quays,—being the result of an Inspection made for the Commissioners, pursuant to their order of the 29th of June, 1820.

COUNTY CLARE.
Burrin, New Quay
The harbour of Burrin New Quay: on the south coast of Galway Bay, near the peninsula of Aghnish is a great accommodation to the fishery of the bay, as it has a sufficient depth of water, and is a good  place to run for from easterly winds. It consists of a quay and return, making together one hundred and forty-eight feet, and a pier measuring sixty-five feet from the quay.
In 1822, £181 12, 4d. was allocated, which included £53 8s. 10d. from the funds of the London Committee, and £46 3s. 1d. from the Government. Subsequent grants made a total of £413 16,1d. out of which £404 8s. 3,d was expended, and a balance remains of £9 7s 10d.
It is a substantial and useful work, but sometimes too small to contain the numerous craft seeking shelter in it. It is deficient in accommodation for mooring the craft to ; I therefore recommend that the above balance be appropriated to providing mooring-rings and posts.
I place it in the second class, as a mere fishery harbour, but for general utility it stands in the first class.

Liscanor
The harbour of Liscanor is about three miles east of the remarkable point called Hags Head, which is the northern headland of the bay of Liscanor. It is connected with the fishing village called Liscanor, on the estate of General Sir Augustin Fitzgerald. The plan was originally made by Mr. Nimmo, and was designed to have an interior excavated basin, and a pier extending six hundred feet from the root to low-water mark. Exclusive of the objections to interior excavation, which the unsuccessful re​sult of the experiment that had been made afforded, the objection on account of expense caused the Board to order a plan on a more limited scale. On the 20th April, 1825, I delivered a plan, specifica​tion, and estimate for it on a different principle, which was subsequently approved of.
The plan consists of a pier in continuation of the work that had been commenced, embracing a natural loch, and the only portion of anchorage ground which the place affords, nearly all the remain​der being rock. This pier, including some work already done, measures five hundred and twenty-seven feet in length; and there was also a breakwater pier, one hundred and twenty feet in length. The estimate amounts to £2,307 9s. 8d.
A harbour in this position would be of the greatest importance for accommodating and extending the fishery, there being so safe inlet or shelter on this dangerous coast from Galway Bay to the Shan​non's mouth. The coast abounds with fish, and the inhabitants are compelled to use boats of wicker​work, covered with tarred canvass, as from their lightness they can, on reaching the shore, be carried off immediately to a place of security.
In 1822 the Board granted £461 10s. 9d. for this work, which included £115 7s. 8d. from the funds of the Mansion-house Committee, and £115 7s. 8d. from the Government. In April 1824, a further grant of £461 10s. 9,d. was made ; £501 12s. 8d. has been expended, and £421 8s. 10d. now remains, and is applicable towards completing the plan above mentioned.
I have had several interviews, on the subject of local contribution, with Sir Augustin Fitzgerald and the gentlemen of the country, who are endeavouring to raise one fourth of the estimated expense, £576 17s. 4d.
Sir A. Fitzgerald will subscribe £150 ; Major McNamara £50 ; other gentlemen have also agreed to subscribe, which so nearly makes up the required amount that I expect it will be raised. I therefore recommend that. £1,309 be granted for this work, out of the fund accruing under the Act of the 5th George IV. c. 64, provided £576 17, -Id. (one fourth of the expense) of local contribution in aid be raised and paid into a bank to the credit of the Commissioners, on or before the 1st day of February, 1827. In failure of which I recommend that the Board direct their officer to ascertain the mount of local contribution that will be raised, its addition to the sum of £421 8s. 10d., now standing to the credit of the work ; and that the Board’s engineer do furnish a plan for securing and improving the existing work, so far as the sum ascertained will be capable of doing.
This work, if executed, will stand in the first class for its degree of utility in promoting the fisheries, and will moreover tend to increase the agricultural and commercial prosperity of an extensive district, at present destitute of public protection or assistance.

Seafield
Seafield pier is on the coast of Mal-Bay, about seven miles south of Hags Head, opposite Mutton Island, on the estate of the Marquess of Conyngham.
The coast in the vicinity of this pier abounds with fish, and if a sufficient harbour were constructed, craft capable of going out for it would be created; at present there is no fishing vessel belonging to this coast, except wicker-boats covered with tarred canvas.
The work consists of a pier extending three hundred and thirty feet from the root. It in one of these piers that were paid for by contract, and considered to have been finished.

In 1822 the Board granted £461 10s. 9d. for this work. which included £115. 7s. 8d from the Mansion-house Committee, and £115 7s. 8d. from the Government. In January 1824 a further grant of £184 12s 4d. was made, for the purpose of cutting a channel through a rock to give more easy access to it ; and its October following, a further grant of £66. 3s.  was made, and finally £133 Is. 2d in addi​tion, which made the total amount £845 7s. 3d.; and £360 4s. 6d., now stands to its credit.
In September 1824 I represented to the Board the existing state of this pier, and described it as a work that had not been finished, and that the parts which were done had been badly executed and were in a state of dilapidation; and on that occasion the above £66 3s. was granted to preserve it from the effects of storms on the previously damaged work.
Subsequently, in compliance with the Board's order, I gave a plan and estimate for repairing and securing the work, which was approved of, and the above £133 Is. 2d. was granted, under date 24th May 1826, to complete the above £360 4s. 6d. which was the amount of my estimate. and in com​pliance with that order I took steps, by public advertisement and private correspondence, to procure a competent contractor, but did not succeed in that object ; in this state the business now stands, and I respectfully submit that no further order is necessary at present concerning it.
If finished, this pier would deserve to be placed in the first class for its degree of utility- in promoting the fisheries.

Dunbeg [Doonbeg]
The pier of Dunbeg is on the coast. about eleven miles south of Hags Head in the southern extre​mity of Dunbeg Bay, on the estate of Mr. Andrew Stacpoole. The pier-head is considerably within
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high-water line, and therefore has not, except at spring tides, depth of water for large craft ; it is however useful to the fisheries; and kelp, corn and flags; in considerable quantities are loaded at it. The work consists of a pier one hundred and eighty-four feet in length.
In 1822 the Board granted £36.9 Is. 7d. for this work, which included £99 10s. 1d. from the funds of the London -Committee, and £92 6s. 2d. from the Government; subsequent grants were, made, making the gross total £485. 17s. 1d. The gross expenditure is £477 6. 9.. and £8. 10s. 4d. now stands to its credit.
The commencing work on this pier was done by day-work, and the finishing was subsequently set by contract, but was not properly executed. In 1824 I found it had sustained damage, and was in a state of insecurity, and then gave in an estimate of the expense of securing it, and subsequently one for re-building and improving parts that indispensably required it ; which was granted, and the work is now finished in a substantial and respectable style.
There is a deficiency of convenience for mooring- vessels, which exposes the quay to damage by the boatmen fastening their grapples in the pavement, coping, &c.; I therefore recommend that the above balance may be applied to putting down sufficient mooring-posts and rings. This pier may be placed in the third class for its degree of utility in promoting the fisheries

Kilbaha
Killbaha Harbour, is on the north shore of the river Shannon, about three miles east of Loop Head, on the estate of Mr. William Westby. It would be to great advantage to the fisheries, and a still great​er to the trade of the Shannon, if a sufficient and safe harbour were established at Kilbaha being so immediately within the Northern headland of the river, and the lowest point where any shelter can he contemplated.
The work consists of a cut, right through the beach  into a bog, in which a basin has been partly  ex​cavated. The sides of the beach are supported by two retaining walls, one hundred and forty feet in length, and forty-five feet assunder. About forty feet of quay wall has been. built in the basin in con​tinuation of these retaining walls.
In 1822 the Board granted £481 10s. 9d. for this work, which included, £115.  7., 8d. from the funds
of the Mansion-House Committee, and £115. 7s. 8d.  from the Government. In April 1824 or further sum of £362. 6s. 8d was given and  in October a grant of£114. 2s. 11d was made, making the total suns of £938. 0s 4d. £705 13e. 4d. of which has been expended, and £232 8s. now stands to the credit of the work.
The execution  commenced by day labour and was afterwards undertaken to be finished by con​tract. In August 1824,  I inspected the work, and found the contract part in ruin. This part was re​built, by the Board's order, in a substantial manner. Various references were subsequently made on the embarrassing subject of securing and finishing this harbour. Under date the 16th August 1825, I  delivered a plan for that purpose, the estimate for which amounted to £755 2s, 4d., and under date the 26th April 1826 another  plan on a more limited scale ; but I did not, in any report, venture to express appositive conviction that the works I proposed would remedy the radical defects of the site.
A correspondence took place between the Board's  secretary  and Mr. Westby, the proprietor of Kilbaha, on the  subject of local contribution, and he has proposed to pay£130. 13s. 8d, which is one. fourth of  £522. 16s. 10d.,  the sum now necessary to make up £755 2s. 4d., the amount of my estimate for the work.
If this arrangement shall take effect, an additional grant of £392 1s. 1d  will be required for this work, from the fund  accruing under the Act of 6th Geo. IV. C.64.
I do not hesitate to avow my embarrassment on  the question of this harbour; an effect is progressively and rapidly in operation that renders the outwork of this harbour insecure. It is the tendency of the beach to retire altogether from the masonry, being thrown back by the working of the sea, which has considerably exposed the backing of the groynes, and caused dilapidation in these protecting outworks.
In August 1825, I proposed to convert one of these groynes into a regular pier, with a turn or jetty at the end, to cast the sea off from the work, for the double purpose of covering and protecting the masonry and beach and presenting the run into the basin, which produces a swell that has demolished its embankment .and the public road that was carried along its crown, and which has done other considerable damage. This is the plan at present under consideration.
My reports and designs for finishing this harbour were made under the impression that I was not at liberty to propose a change of site; were I at liberty to do so, I could suggest a plan that , according to my judgment, would be altogether more beneficial for the public.
A substantial harbour in this place would rank in the first class for utility in promoting the fisheries.
 There is it great trade in turf between this place and Limerick.
[EXTRACT  from Mr Donnell’s Report for 1830. - Kilbaha Pier, while even unfinished, saved property and several. men from shipwreck ; and exclusive of the accommodation to the extensive fishery of the district, the agriculture and valuable turf trade, of that sequestered piece will also derive important advan​tages, therefrom.]
Carrigaholt
The Harbour of Carrigaholt is on the north shore of the Shannon, about seven miles below Kilrush. Adjacent to the  village of Carrigaholt, on the estate of Mr. William Westby. There is as considerable fishery carried on by the inhabitants of the village, and the harbour is of general use to the fisheries of the Shannon. There is also a great turf trade with Limerick. The harbour consists of a pier one hundred and fifty feet in length; and a quay wall has been built. extending inland two hundred and ninety feet in length, which has an excavated channel to admit craft.
In 1822 the Board granted £369 4s. 7d. for this work, which included £99 10s. 11d. from the London Committee, and£92 6s. 2d. from the Government. Subsequently, £87 7s. 3d.  and £20 11s. 10d. making a total of £ 477 3s. 9d. which has been expended on the work.
This harbour has some old work; and in addition, the quay wall and excavation before mentioned were done. Subsequently the old work fell, and was. rebuilt by the Board's order in a substantial manner, having about two feet greater depth of water than the original work had. It is a very useful work,  is in good order, and has facilitated the fishery, and promoted the industry of the district.
I place it in the second class for its degree of utility in promoting the Fisheries.

Kilrush
Kilrush is on the north shore of the river Shannon, about thirty miles below Limerick, on the estate of the Right Honourable John Ormsby Vandeleur. The town is rapidly rising into consequence wealth, having a great trade in fish and corn. It having been represented to the Board that there was no pier or landing quay in the Shannon that had sufficient depth to admit the fishing craft at low, and that the establishment of one would obviate the disadvantage of their being obliged to wait out in stormy weather until half flood; and that it would facilitate the landing of fish, as the boats are obliged to lie at anchor, until the tide rise to float them to the quays, whereby opportunities are often
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lost for pursuing a successful take, and of bringing it in the freshest state to market; it was resolved to cooperate with Mr. Vandeleur, in extending the Revenue Quay into 6 feet low water of spring tides, by adding one hundred and sixty-five feet to its present length.
In June 1.825, the Board granted £1367 1s. 8d. for this work from the fund accruing under the Act of the 5th Geo. IV.. cap. 64. Mr. Vandeleur undertaking to contribute £456 13s. 10d., being one fourth of the estimated expense.
No progress has been made in this work in consequence of the absence and illness of Mr. Vandeleur.
SITE FOR A NEW PIER IN CLARE 
My attention being specially called to Kilkee, by the local Inspector, and by the Inspector Gene​ral, I have made an actual survey of the site. Kilkee is a fishing and bathing village on the western coast, about ten miles north-east of Loop Head, in the tenantcy of Mr Jonas Studdart. The very few places on this coast affording any degree of natural shelter, directed the attention of the Inspectors to this point. It would require a pier and jetty to extend five hundred and eighty feet, which would cost about £3000.
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APPENDIX, No. XIX.

Abstract of Reports on the state and utility of the Fishery Piers around Ireland; 
prepared by direction of the Board of Public Works, in 1833

Co. Clare

Kilrush,

Grant from Government. 

 
£1,340. 0. 0


Rt. Hon. J. 0. Vandeleur, 

  
   £800.  0.  0 


There are 20 small hookers engaged in fishing and dredging for Oysters, belonging to this port, affording employment to about 200 persons. The pier is of much use in a mercantile and agricultural point of view. A small  steam vessel plies between Kilrush and Limerick.
Carrigaholt

Grant from Government, 


£379   0   0


Dublin Committee,
 


  £99  10  0



A useful Pier both for the fisheries and trade. Six hookers of seven tons each, and upwards of 500 
canoes or corachs, (small cots., some covered with horse-hide, others with canvass,  laid over with composition, give employment to about 400 persons in fishing, and to farmers occasionally. Turf shipped from hence.

Kilbaha

Grant from Government,


£1,148    18 0

Dublin Committee, 

 
   £115      7   0 

Mr. Westby,


  
  £200       0   0






£1,464      5   0



Owing to the facilities afforded by this pier for landing sea manure the country round it bears evident marks of agricultural improvement. It is also useful to the fisheries in which about 110 persons are exclusively employed. and it is also an asylum harbour for small craft coming in from Loop Head and other fishing stations, to the Shannon.
Doonbeg

Grant from Government


£386    6   0

Dublin Committee



   £99  10   0




    

£483  16  0
This pier is not much frequented by fishing boats. It is however, very useful for agricultural purposes, and also us a place of refuge in  hard weather for small craft.

Seafield

Grant from Government.


 £617 16  0

Dublin Committee



£ 115   7   0






£733   3     0


Can be Approached at spring tides only, by a vessel of 12 tons, but is capable of much improvement, and might then be very useful.

Liscanor

Grant from Government,


£2309   0   0

Dublin Committee,



£115      0   0

Sir Augustine Fitzgerald, 


£607      0   0






£3031   0    0



This Pier is situated on a very bold and dangerous shore, exposed to the force of the Atlantic, and has been several times much injured. It however affords  considerable shelter to small craft, and is much used for the purposes of trade.

Burrin Quay.


Grant from Government
 
£351   0  0



Dublin Committee,


  £53   7   0






£404   7  0

30 Hookers, of about 12 tons, and 150 yawls of 3 tons each frequent this place, giving employment to about 500 men in the Fisheries. Large quantities of  corn, butter, pigs, and sheep are shipped here. In hard weather, 100 sail of small craft have been known to take refuge in this harbour.
Donal De Barra

December 2008
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